





817 IVNOTLVS329N0D © 


| Gye Smday School Times 


Copyright, 1942, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Entered as second-class matter at the post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. ’ 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, December 13, 1941 
Volume Eighty -three, No. 50 





$2.25 a year, in clubs, $1.75 
See page 1032 





Lesson for December 28 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—The Christian’s Hope. 
Matthew 25:31-46; John 14:1-6; 
2 Corinthians 5:1-10; 2 Timothy 
4:6-8; 1 Peter 1:3-9; Reve- 





lation 22:1-5. 

Notes on Open Letters: 

The Choir and Orchestra ............ 1014 
Man, the Harness Maker. By B. H. Shad- 

CE SEES 5 kn Sa cccdbehedependace a 1015 
Heaven-Sent Prospectors. By Carlos D. 

TUNES 965 Scot Siqede ede shavinn ee 1017 
Merry Christmas (Poem). By George C. 

SE, cavscneccebsccusbcdegecvococecdss 1017 
A Testimony from Dr. Pace .............. 1018 
Teacher Training Questions. By Clarence 

Re Ay BR BREE PRS A Ae 1018 
International Uniform Lesson ....... 1019-1025 
The Young People’s Prayer Meeting ..... 1025 
CS 8 Pere rere 1026 
Letters from Readers ...............00+6:- 1026 
A Day of Prayer for Children ......... 1027 
With the New Books ..................... 1028 
For Family Worship. By E. M. Wadsworth 1031 

4 


“ Great Joy ... Peace on Earth” 
By Walter C. Erdman 


HRISTMAS? Again? This mirthless 
mockery! 
This angel chorus drowned in hateful 
screams 
Of flaming war and waves of human woe! 
How long must peace and joy be empty 
dreams? 


How long? Until ...Thank God for His 
“untils”! 
Only “until the Day Star shall arise” ; 
“Until He comes whose right it is” to rule; 
a. His victory shout shall rend the 
skies. 


“Until the Day of Jesus Christ our Lord”; 

“Until” His name “become a praise in 
all the earth”; 

And all men know the angels’ song was 


true. 
They herald, still, the meaning of His birth! 
bd 


The “Cricket” Bible 


Our greatest tangible treasure is the 
Bible. Our hearts should be filled with 
thanksgiving that, through the sufferings 
and martyrdoms of the early translators 
and reformers, this priceless gift of God 
to man is available to everyone who can 
read the English language. It is refresh- 
ing to read of what it means to those 
who are not no accustomed to it as are 
many mature Christians. A recent leaflet 
of the American Sunday-School Union, 


> 


which has been establishing Sunday 
schools in rural sections for more than 
one hundred years, shows the picture of 
a small country boy holding an open 
Bible, and tells the following story: 
“When this lad learned to love the Lord, 
he desired to own a Bible. He went out 
to pasture fields, turned over rocks, and 
caught crickets. These he sold for bait 
to passing fishermen for five cents a bot- 
tle. He has not only given his heart 
to the Lord, but he also was instrumen- 
tal in leading his father to accept Christ.” 
He has begun as a true follower of the 
Psalmist, who exclaims: “O how love I 
thy law! it is my meditation all the day” 
(Psa, 119:97). 
KK 


The Artist Who Rested 


Rest is an important part of any 
really great task. Much physical and 
mental activity may be required, but 
there must also be peace and rest of 
mind. Lawrence Saint, the well-known 
Christian artist, who has done some 
of the great stained glass windows in 
the Cathedral at Washington, is paint- 
ing a large mural in the Church of the 


Open Door, Philadelphia. Billy Zeoli, 
young son of the evangelist, Anthony 
Zeoli, had been observing Mr. Saint, and 
several times he had seen him just sit- 
ting in one of the pews and looking at 
his unfinished picture. Qne day the boy 
said to the pastor, the Rev. Merril T. 
MacPherson, “That artist résts a lot.” 
There was just a note of censtre in his 
tone, as though he thought the artist 
ought to be continually working with 
his hands, Mr. Saint is scrupulously 
careful in all his work, first closely ob- 
serving his models or landscapes, and 
then with painstaking care transferring 
the scenes to canvas. But he has learned 
the vital importance of meditation and 
rest. And is there not here a reminder 
of the divine rest? ‘When God had com- 
pleted the creation, “He rested on the 
seventh day” (Gen. 2:2). Through His 
prophet Isaiah He admonishes us, “In re- 
turning and rest shall ye be saved; in 
quietness and in confidence shall be your 
strength” (Isa. 30:15). Christ has died 
for our sins, and His grace is sufficient 
to supply our every need. It is true not 
only for the life to come, but here and 
now, that “there remaineth therefore a 
rest to the people of God” (Heb. 4:9). 


Prayer Brings Revival 


VERY great revival in the history 
of the Christian Church has always 
come to pass in response to ear- 

nest, believing, persistent, intercessory 
prayer. It was after a prolonged upper 
room prayer meeting,— when one hun- 
dred and twenty people were on their 
faces before God for ten days, — that the 
fire fell from Heaven at Pentecost, and 
three thousand souls were born again 
into the Kingdom of God. It was when 
Wesley and Whitefield and their asso- 
ciates spent whole nights in prayer that 
a revival swept over Great Britain which 
changed the destiny of the nation, and 
saved the British Isles from the revolu- 
tion that deluged France with blood. It 
was when Finney and Abel Clary and 
others prayed that there swept over 
America the revival of 1857, which was 





This editorial is by George T. B. Davis, Sec- 
retary of the Million Testaments Campaigns, 
Philadelphia. 


declared to be the greatest and most 
sudden spiritual awakening since the 
days of Pentecost. 

Shortly before the beginning of this 
century Dr. R. A. Torrey was invited to 
go to Melbourne, Australia, to conduct 
a city-wide evangelistic campaign. He 
asked Charles M. Alexander to accom- 
pany him. When they reached Mel- 
bourne they found the city honeycombed 
with 1,700 cottage prayer meetings that 
had been going on for weeks before the 
evangelistic campaign began. No won- 
der the fire fell from Heaven! The great 
Melbourne Exhibition Building was 
often too small to hold the throngs that 
flocked to hear the evangelists. The en- 
tire city was moved. Multitudes of 
Christians were quickened in the faith, 
and multitudes of unsaved were born 
again. 

A’ woman in Melbourne, who had 
helped to organize the prayer circles 
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there, went to the great Keswick Con- 


vention in England, and told the story - 


of the revival that came to Australia 
when people paid the price in interces- 
sory prayer. The hearts of the people 
in Great Britain were stirred; and they 
formed prayer circles all over the Brit- 
ish Isles to pray for revival. In answer 
to prayer, Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander 
went to Great Britain, and for three 
years were God’s instruments in the 
treatest spiritual awakening in the Brit- 
sh Isles since the days of Moody and 
Sankey. 

It was my privilege to be with Torrey 
and Alexander during their last months 
in England. I joined them in Bolton, in 
1904. The meetings were held in a great 
Drill Hall. There was a spiritual thrill 
in the very atmosphere that was inde- 
scribable. The power of God in the 
meetings revolutionized my life. In Lon- 
don I saw ten thousand people waiting 
for the doors of the Royal Albert Hall 
to open, to crowd into the revival meet- 
ings. In Liverpool I saw 13,000 inside 
the great Tournament Hall, and another 
13,000 outside vainly clamoring for ad- 
mission. I was in the Torrey-Alexander 
meetings in Cardiff, Wales. And I feel 
confident it was that Cardiff campaign 
that kindled the flames of the great 
Welsh revival. 


Can these things be repeated in Amer- 
ica today? Can we have revival again 
in spite of all the indifference and unbe- 
lief, and crime and wickedness of our 
day? Yes, if we will pay the price in 
earnest, persistent, prevailing prayer! 
Here in America just at this crucial hour 
the Lord has raised up a worthy suc- 
cessor to the great evangelists of former 
days — Finney, Moody, Torrey, Chapman, 
and Billy Sunday. This new Spirit-filled 
evangelist is the Rev. Hyman Appelman, 
a converted Jewish lawyer of Texas. He 
is on fire for God, and thousands of souls 
in the South and West have been saved 
through his revival meetings. Dr. Will 
Houghton, President of the Moody Bible 
Institute, says that Mr. Appelman is “the 
greatest piece of preaching machinery 
in America today.” 

Mr. Appelman is to conduct a city- 
wide evangelistic campaign in Philadel- 
phia from January 12 to February 1. The 
meetings are to be held in the Town 
Hall, a most commodious building in the 
heart of the city. The campaign is being 
sponsored by the Philadelphia Funda- 
mentalists, but all evangelical churches 
are invited and urged to participate. 

All through the centuries revival has 
come in answer to prayer. Can you not 
start a cottage prayer meeting in your 
home to pray for the revival campaign 
in Philadelphia and for a great spiritual 
awakening in America? If you will start 
a cottage prayer meeting, please send 
the name and address of the leader of 
the group to Mr. Horace F. Dean,, Chair- 
man, Appelman Evangelistic Campaign, 
1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 
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Mr. Dean will send you a booklet which 
is just off the press, entitled “How 
Prayer Brings Revival.” The booklet 
contains articles on revival by Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., Bishop William Culbertson, 
and George T. B. Davis. It also gives 
practical suggestions on how to start and 
to conduct a cottage prayer meeting 
where people really pray and expect 
answers to their prayers. Occasional re- 
quests for prayer and praise in connec- 
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tion with the Philadelphia Campaign will 
be sent to you. . 

We are hoping and praying that the 
Spirit of God will be poured out in such 
a marvelous manner upon the meetings 
in Philadelphia that revival fires may be 
kindled in many places throughout the 
length and, breadth of our land. God is 
waiting to pour out His Spirit again in 
wondrous power. Will we pay the price 
in intercessory prayer? 
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The Choir and Orchestra 


The article in the Tres (September 
20) about music in the church is a sub- 
ject about which I am sure a great many 
Christians have pondered and prayed 
much, and to me it seems as though an- 
other side to this topic should also be 
presented. The angle to which I shall 
refer does not take into consideration 
paid singers, as in our church we do not 
have them, so that is not a problem... . 
One by one the founders of our church 
have been called to sing in the Heavenly 
Choir and the younger generation is now 
doing the singing in our choir, playing in 
our orchestra, and teaching in our Sun- 
day school. For the most part, this 
younger generation so far, has not been 
born again. . . . Young people need to be 
active. If they are not allowed to do and 
to work in the church, they'll find work 
and activity elsewhere. 


If we tell this generation of young 
people that they cannot work in this 
church in which they have been brought 
up, they will not long continue to come 
there. . . . The Bible teaches that sal- 
vation comes by the hearing of the Word 
of God—and if the young people leave 
the church, they do not then hear the 
Word. . . . Activity, in a church that does 
not sponsor plays, dances, and bridge 
parties, must mean singing in the choir, 
playing in the orchestra, or working in 
the Sunday school, or some such depart- 
ment. . 


Some of our older members have been 
much perturbed because several of the 
people admitted in recent years to church 
membership, have not proved to be born- 
again Christians. While there has been 
a little laxity in allowing people to join 
our church just by expressing a desire 
to do so, it still seems that a great harm 
might be done by our judging applicants 
too severely. Perhaps we could help mat- 
ters, and still not make church member- 
ship too formidable, by asking the appli- 
cant to meet with the elders of the church 
and the minister, for discussion and 
prayer, before the application is put be- 
fore the church members as a whole. The 
elders could examine the applicant as to 
confession of faith and doctrine. This 
should not and could not be particularly 
resented, as one could not obtain mem- 
bership in any lodge or society unless 
one agreed to the principles and rules of 
said society. However, if an applicant 
conforms to the tenets of our creed, be- 
lieves in Jesus Christ as the divine Son 
of God, crucified for our sins and risen, 
how can we judge him further? 

He may still be a “carnal Christian.” 
Perhaps he hasn't yet completely yielded 
to Christ as Saviour and Master. But can 
we judge and say he is too great a sinner 
to join our church? ... 


When we are confronted with manifold 
problems, should we not temper our laws 
and rules with mercy and pray unceas- 
ingly in faith that God would send His 
Holy Spirit to speak to our unyielded 
church and choir members, through the 
very songs they sing and the portions of 
Scripture they at present read without 
spiritual comprehension. 


May God give us true humility, wisdom, 
tact, and love to carry on our church 
work in ever more fruitful service to our 
King, until the day dawns when He comes 
to take us with rapture to be His Bride. 
—A Massachusetts reader. 

The Massachusetts reader has touched 
upon quite a number of problems which 
the true Church has always had to face. 
It would seem that there is a difference 
between singing in the church choir and 
playing in the Sunday school orchestra. 
The choir is a special part of the church 
worship service, and the members are 
required to sing the impressive and sol- 
emn words of many hymns of consecra- 
tion, and words that express real faith 
and trust in God. It is much better for 
the church, and for the choir members 
themselves, when the church admits to 
the choir only those who, so far as one 
can tell, are born again. 


An orchestra is somewhat different. 
There the members are not required to 
sing any words which they might pos- 
sibly not mean, and it is a legitimate 
form of activity in which young people 
who are learning to play musical instru- 
ments can take part. It is true that 
young people need to be active, and the 
orchestra may be a means of holding 
them in the school. 


It is very important for pastors, Sun- 
day school teachers, and parents to do 
their best to explain the way of salvation 
to children, and to see that they under- 
stand it and really have received Christ 
as their Saviour before they join the 
church. One of the great weaknesses 
of the Christian churches today is that 
so Many people have been taken in care- 
lessly, without understanding salvation 
by faith or making any real profession 
of faith in Christ. The suggestion that 
the applicant should meet with the elders 
of the church and the minister is very 
important, and this is generally done 


(Continued on page 1027) 
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MAN, THE HARNESS MAKER 


Beginning a series of messages abounding in hope 


By (B. H. Shadduck, Ph:D. 














HEN God made man He made a 

W harness maker. How else could 

man be in the image of God who 

had every element and force in the uni- 

verse geared with something else? How 

else could man accept the great com- 

mission to subdue the earth and have 
dominion over all living creatures? 


Man was not physically equipped to 
subdue the mosquitoes, if there were any 
near Eden. Considering his size, he was 
the physical weakling of the earth and 
apparently least fitted of all the larger 
creatures to subdue the earth and domi- 
nate its life. He was no match for crea- 
tures with horns, fangs, claws, tusks, 
venom, or crushing power. Hundreds 
of creatures could run faster, climb 
higher, swim easier, dig better, jump 
farther, or strike harder. Other crea- 
tures had a covering of shell, a thicker 
hide, a coat of fur, a protective coloring, 
or a keener sense of smell. Other crea- 
_tures were guided by a marvelous in- 
stinct. Some creatures were protected 
from attack by offensive odor, thorn-like 
surface, or deadly venom. Some could 
lose a limb and grow another. Some 
could be frozen stiff and suffer no harm; 
others could escape the rigors of winter 
by hibernation or migration. 


If angels did not know that man was 
to be a harness maker and if they were 
ever surprised, they must have had such 
an experience when God commissioned 
a physical weakling to subdue the earth 
and have dominion over all other life. 

Authorities say that a mother wolf 
may have as many as thirteen young in 
a litter. Assuming that this number is 
twice the average, yet the potentialities 
of a wolf family are astounding. If a 
pair of wolves had been created when 
Adam was, their unhindered progeny 
might have numbered a billion when 
Cain was twenty-one years old. This 
fact argues that animal life needed to 
be dominated, and that man could not 
do it either by increase or by tooth and 
claw. 

If any one of the larger animals is less 
equipped for offense and defense, than 
the others, it must be a sheep, and yet, 
in competition with a man who was not 
a harness maker, the advantages would 
be with the sheep. The sheep could eat 
dry grass, go through the winter without 
fire or garments, be almost wholly free 
from vermin and blood-sucking insects, 
and its progeny would mature sixteen 
times as fast as humans. Indeed, a sheep 
with a man’s brain would be much more 


likely to survive than a man with a 


If you read the announcement (Nov. 
4) of this series by Dr. Shadduck, 
you may. have wondered whether the 
high praise of his unique style was 
justified. But you will not’ read far 
in this first article of the series, 
which will extend over several 
issues, without meeting surprises, 
and without realizing that his writ- 
ing is far from commonplace. In his 
unusual, humorous, clever, and 
heart-warming manner he shows how 
utterly foolish it is for man to sup- 
pose that he can get along without 
God, and how much better off all 
Christians would be if they would 
yield every last compartment of their 
lives to God and trust Him com- 
pletely. Here is material to combat 
Evolutionism, and entertaining illus- 
trations, ingenious parables, and con- 
vincing reasoning, all showing that 
man is happiest when he casts him- 
self upon the infinite wisdom and 
love of God. The series will continue 
next week, 








sheep’s brain. I hesitate to say this be- 
cause a man with a really good sheep’s 
brain would not poke money into a 
gambling machine, be afraid of black 
cats, or get drunk the second time. 

Yet God chose man to subdue the 
world. If there had been angels who 
were top-heavy with academic freedom, 
they must have doubted that God could 
bring to fulfillment His plans, even as 
now, in these days when military bullies 
seek to rule the world, it is difficult for 
many to believe thai the meek shall 
inherit the earth—and they shall not, 
unless the prophecies of the Bible are 
true. It must be difficult just now to be 
modernistic and optimistic, yet you can 
do it if you have a differential in your 
mind. I remember how surprised I was 
when the rear end of my first car was 
hoisted on a jack and the two wheels 
could go in opposite directions at the 
same time. The mechanic said it was 
the differential that did it. They build 
some brains that way. The Head Mouse 
said to the group about him, “Cheer up. 
The world is getting better. Some day 
our brothers, the cats, will see how un- 
social it is to annoy us.” 

THE HARNESS MAKER AT WORK 

If man could not run as fast as the 
deer, he harnessed an arrow to a bow, 
under high tension, and the arrow went 
faster than the deer. If he could not 
strike a hard blow with his.soft hand, he 


tied a stone on the end of a stick and 
with it crushed the skull of a bear. If 
he could not move a heavy object, he 
contrived a lever and fulcrum and mul- 
tiplied his power a hundredfold. If fruit 
was beyond his reach, he did not need 
to climb, as other creatures; he devised 
a ladder or used a long pole. What mat- 
tered if the ox were stronger? He har- 
nessed the ox and used its strength. Not 
having a fang, he made a spear. Being 
no match for the best swimmers, he 
fashioned a canoe. Observing the action 
of the wind on floating objects, he fash- 
ioned a sail of skin or put a thick bush 
in the prow of his canoe. He dammed 
up the stream and forced the falling 
water to turn a wheel to saw his logs 
or grind his corn. In harnessing wind 
and water, he scarcely realized that he 
harnessed the sun that set these elements 
in motion. 


Though all other creatures feared fire, 
he used it to clear his land, warm his 
cabin, cook his food, smelt his metals, 
light his path in the night, frighten away 
wild beasts, signal to distant hilltops, and 
later to drive his engines. He harnessed 
the tides before he knew that in reality 
he was harnessing the moon. 


HARNESSING THE Moon 


Some years ago a bridge builder found 
it necessary to pull up a great pipe line 
that had settled in the mud of a river 
bottom near the sea. Without the re- 
moval of the pipe line he could not make 
a foundation for the piers of the bridge. 
With the help of a dredge, divers fas- 
tened a great chain about the submerged 
pipe and a crane mounted on a barge 
undertook the task of winding up the 
chain and lifting the pipe. The engine 
was started, and as the stretch of chain 
between the pipe line and the crane was 
shortened, it was soon evident that the 
strain would sink the barge rather than 
lift the pipe. All work was stopped, 
and a conference was called. The prob- 
lem was, how to lift the pipe line with- 
out expending a great sum of money. 
Someone in the crowd of spectators 
called out, “Why don’t you hitch the 
moon to it?” 


This was taken as a joke and occa- 
sioned some laughter, but one of the 
engineers suspected that perhaps this 
was indeed the solution of the problem 
and he inquired, “Who said that?” 

A young man stepped forward and 
said, “If you will give me the material 
and help I need, I will hitch the moon 
to it.” He explained his plan and they 
accepted it. 
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Two great barges were fastened to- 
gether with great timbers holding them 
a few feet apart. These barges were 
anchored where the chain could be 
brought up between them and wrapped 
around the middle timbers at low tide. 
Then the engineers sat down to wait. 
You can’t hurry the tide; it depends on 
the moon.. Nor will there be peace on 
earth while the world is at war with 
God. 

When the tide tame in, it was clear 
that the pipe line would be lifted, the 
barges would sink, or the chain would 
break; no one feared that the moon 
would let go. Silently they waited the 
outcome, and just before the water went 
over the sides of the barges, the pipe 
line let go and the moon went on un- 
wearied with its task. 


HARNESSING THE Force OF GRAVITY 


To a really consistent atheist, gravity 
is as impossible as God. It is unwearied, 
invisible, unreasonable, and so far as 
human observation goes, eternal. It ex- 
erts a pull between objects, though they 
are separated by thousands of miles. You 
may cut the cable by which one ship 
tows another, but the leash by which 
the earth keeps the circling moon tag- 
ging after it in its journeys about the 
sun is hidden in mystery. A sheet of 
black paper will cut the rays of light; 
a sheet of lead will cut off the emana- 
tion from radium, but gravity is balanced 
only by other forces equally mysterious. 


There is a story of a fire that started 
in the shipping yards of a railroad. The 
pipes underneath a tank car of gasoline 
were leaking, and the under part of the 
car was wrapped in flames. The fire 
department had only a stream of water 
to fight the blaze and this seemed utterly 
useless. There was grave danger that 
the car would explode disastrously. It 
was then that a high school boy who 
applied his knowledge to the problems 
of life said to the fire chief, “Why don’t 
you open the tank at the top and put 
the water in the tank?” 

“Because the fire is not in the tank,” 
replied the chief. 


“Water is heavier than gasoline,” said 
the boy; “if you put the water in the 
tank it will leak water instead of gaso- 
line.” 


If the brains of all the apes on earth 
were in one ape, how long would it take 
that ape to see what was immediately 
obvious to a thoughtful schoolboy? Man 
is the only creature on earth that really 
makes harness. 

The spider uses a spinning equipment, 
but the Creator, not the spider, designed 
the spinneret. A beaver can cut down 
a tree, but the cutting equipment of the 
beaver is a part of the beaver. There 
are plants that fasten tiny balloons or 
parachutes to their seeds, but the ar- 
rangement is as much a part of the life 
cycle of the plant as are the roots and 
leaves. Birds, bbasts, and bugs have 
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many items of equipment, but they in- 
vent nothing and do not need to. Man 
was created with many needs that-could 
be met only by invention, and man was 
given the ability to invent. Unfortu- 
nately that gift has often been misused. 


Evolutionists ought to thank whatever 
god or law they credit with supervising 
the evolution of creatures, that harness- 
making ability was withheld from the 
apes, else they might have made a cage 
before man did. Even so, I doubt if 
more intellectual apes would have gone 
so far as to claim kinship. 


Tue First LAW OF THE HARNESS 


Before man can successfully harness 
the things and forces about him, he mist 
discover and respect the WANT-TO in 
such things and forces. 


I use the expression want-to in much 
the same sense that the Bible uses the 
word listeth in the statement, “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth.” I refer to the 
pulls and pushes, active or potential, in 
the material world, and the bent or urge 
or driving desire in the realm of life. 


THE WANT-TO IN MATTER 

Oil will rise in the wick of a lamp, 
and sap in the stalk of a plant. Salt is 
hungry for water. Freezing water will 
burst an iron container, because of the 
urge of its particles to readjust them- 
selves as ice. When the same particles 
of water are superheated in a boiler, 
they become explosive in their efforts to 
get away from each other. The pull of 
hot air is upward, at least it seemed so 
to the early pioneer when he kindled a 
fire, and he built a chimney for the 
smoke instead of piping it into his well. 
Even in “the horse and buggy days,” 
careless thinkers knew better than to 
bore holes in the bottom of a boat to 
let the water out. It is said that long 
before Darwin determined our caste 
level some man sat on the limb of a 
tree while he sawed it off. Well, what 
of it? I have known a Doctor of The- 
ology to sit on the place after he had 


sawed it off. Perhaps you have known’ 


a preacher who discredited the Bible 
and held his job as a professed disciple 
of its central figure. 


A teacher of religion may be incon- 
sistent and popular, but the man who 
builds a lopsided harness, or an engine 
with parts that do not fit each other, will 
have little success. 

THE WANT-TO IN LIVING CREATURES 

As a farmer boy, I learned to adjust 
my activities to fit the WANT-TO in the 
domestic animals and fowls, When the 
ducks were lost, I did not look for them 
on the hilltop. When eggs were to be 
hatched, I put them under what was 
called, in farm parlance, a “settin’ hen.” 
I heard of a woman who tried quite an- 
other plan. 

She was obsessed with the idea that 
all males w-re shirkers, and ‘the bur- 
dens of life were carried by the females. 
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She delighted in bees, because they 
killed their drones, but a peacock was 
to her an abomination. She lived on a 
small farm and made life miserable for 
the barnyard rooster. To her, he was 
the symbol of all that was selfish, lazy, 
bombastic, and masculine. She cut off 
the plume feathers of his tail and threw 


stones at him when he dared to crow 


within heaving distance. He was abashed 
in her presence, as she told herself a 
man would be if she had one. One day 
it occurred to her that the rooster ought 
to take his turn at incubating eggs, giv- 
ing each brooding hen an occasional va- 
cation. Of course, the rooster would not 
siay on a nest willingly, and she devised 
a plan for enforcing her will. She bored 
two holes through the bottom of the nest 
box, put his legs through the holes and 
tied them together underneath the box. 
The brooding hen was frantic in her de- 
sire to get back to her nest; the rooster 
exhausted himself in his struggles to get 
free; only the woman was happy, and 
her happiness abated somewhat when 
the eggs, that were not broken, failed to 
hatch. 


Was the woman lacking in sagacity? 
Not more than the man who will com- 
pel his stomach, heart, brain, liver, and 
nerves to suffer from alcohol and other 
poisons that interfere with their normal 
functions. I have known a stomach to 
rebel as vehemently as the rooster did, 
and.with better success. 


Back in those days on the farm, we 
owned a horse of considerable potential 
value that had almost*no market value. 
She was known as a “balky” horse. At 
times she had a negative want-to, or 
shall we say a don’t-want-to? She was 
given to me to drive, because, if anyone 
must wait for her change of mind, it 
might as well be a boy. I never knew 
a horse more willing to work, but she 
wanted liberty to do her work without 
interference of the Official Board. at 
I mean is, that she didn’t want td be 
bossed too much by someone who did not 
help with the load. She wanted to go 
up a hill faster than she did on the level, 
and rest when she found rest needed. I 
did not use a whip, and by kindness 
convinced her that the Official Board 
was as necessary as her will to work, 
and she came to trust me. She never 
balked with me. Like a favorite grand- 
ma, I found qut what she wanted to do 
and told her to do it, a split second be- 
fore she did it. Eventually, I harnessed 
her temperament as well as her strong 
shoulders, 


(To be continued next week) | 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articies, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Heaven-Sent Prospectors 
Who look for something better than gold out on the mountain ranges 


By Carlos D. Bradley, Sr. northward sion 














OG-TIRED, I turned from the trail, 

pushed aside the flap of the game- 
checker’s tent, and sank to a seat upon 
the grub box. The big, bronzed fellow, 
with six-shooter swinging at his hip, had 
himself just come in from a toilsome 
journey of many miles. And though 
he had just finished his own belated 
dinner and was resting, he insisted on 
preparing me a most delicious meal of 
ham and eggs which, with bread gener- 
ously spread with butter and jam, and 
steaming coffee, had me soon feasting 
like a king at a banquet. 


While I ate and he rested again, we 
both talked. We were deep in the wil- 
derness, many miles from the crudest 
auto trail. This sturdy mountaineer, an 
officer of the law, was one of the half 
dozen men I had seen in as many days. 
His job was not easy. Sometimes he had 
to deal’with outlaws. Hardly a man of 
sentiment; and yet, when I spoke of God 
and the soul’s need, he proudly brought 
forth from his duffel bag a khaki-cov- 
ered service Testament. I at once recog- 
nized it as the kind distributed by our 
missionary, James Sinclair. He had re- 
ceived it at a point many miles distant, 
on the far side of the great county. 


I am relating this for its significance. 
Here in the heart of a vast, unbroken 
wilderness a strong man, with a gesture 
of pride and reverence, displays a copy 
of the Word of God, which he had taken 
pains to bring in on pack horse with the 
usual carefully selected supplies and 
equipment. We’ve a hook in that man’s 
heart that will bring him to the Lord 
Jesus. 


Once, this summer, far to the north 
beyond the great canyon of “the river 
of no return,” Missionary Kriner talked 
with a bent, gray-bearded man. Said 
he, “I see your motto says, ‘The Gospel 
to the Man Farthest Back.’” 


“That’s right,” replied the missionary. 


“Well, you’ve found him. I am he! 
Why not stay and preach for us?” The 
nearest church is more than a hundred 
miles distant. We have had two mission- 
aries in that remote region ever since. 
Their quest for souls has taken them 
over hundreds of miles of trails, and 
down into the dizzy depths of the great 
canyon, there to deal with placer miners, 
shut in by the mile-high canyon walls 
to a world of. their own, sadly lacking 
in the finer things of life. So far as the 
church is concerned, for these men it 
might as well not exist. Among these 


mountaineers are those with hungry, 


hearts. Eight precious souls were won 
in this district this season. Even though 
our men were met with insults and hos- 
tility, they thanked God for the privilege 
of serving this hard field. 


On my desk is a picture of a fine 
young couple posing in front of their 
tiny home, an 8x10 tent house. It stands 
beside the trail, in a deep gorge where 
two roaring mountain streams meet. 
These young missionaries, Oscar and 
Esther Odden, for months carried on a 
courageous ministry among the miners 
and their children, encouraging the two 
tiny Sunday schools, doing Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible School work, and winning a 
surprising number of the boys and girls 
to an acceptance of Jesus as their Sav- 
iour. In a region where godlessness 
reigns, where churchgoing is unknown, 
and religious habits are almost totally 
absent, these brave witnesses of Christ 
have battled with the powers of dark- 
ness. Precious trophies of grace were 
their compensation. To them the mission 
trail is one of divine romance and ad- 
venture. Isolation from Christian peo- 
ple, violent storms of wind, rain, and 
snow, even in summer; dangerous trails 
to follow, and with almost no comforts 
and conveniences,— yet these folks do 
not feel that the price they paid for the 
privilege of serving was too great. 


In another section a group of C.C.C. 
lads are building a road up through a 
wild canyon and over the high summit, 
so that a winter outlet for the govern- 
ment’s supply of tungsten for home de- 
fense may be established. Finding these 
young fellows with a very limited spir- 
itual ministry, the mission has been for 
many weeks conducting evangelistic 
services, one each week. A surprising 
interest has greeted Mr. Kriner, five or 
more of them definitely taking their 
stand for Christ. Their ignorance of 








Merry Christmas 
By George’C. Alborn} 


SEEMS so small a thing to send 
As greeting to an absent friend; 
Just these two words, familiar; old, 
“Yet filled with wishes manifold;— 
. “Merry Christmas!” 


But if the Star.of Christmas night 

Within our hearts is shining bright, 

The Saviour’s love, unbounded, true, 

Will make this day, for me and you, 
Merry Christmas. 
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fundamental Christianity is appalling. 
With great eagerness they bring their 
questions, joining also in the songs with 
lusty voices. To minister thus to these 
boys is a thrilling experience. 

Two stronghearted messengers of the 
cross make their way through the hills 
and up a mountainside, to the home of 
an aged pioneer, his hands stained with 
human blood, and a fear in his heart of 
the death he knows is not far away. 
Careful dealing and wise use of the 
Scriptures soon bring a flow of tears 
en faded cheeks. Presently all are 
kneeling, the old man getting down with 
painful effort. A childlike prayer of 
penitence is soon followed by joyful ac- 
ceptance of God’s grace through Christ, 
—and a soul is born! On the same oc- 
casion the aged wife beautifully yielded 
her heart to the Lord. Oh, how blessed 
to be privileged thus to minister ! 


A stalwart young man pauses at his 
work of sawing at a huge pine log. There 
is talk of Heaven and hell, of sin and 
righteousness, of Satan and God, of eter- 
nal death, and salvation unto life eter- 
nal. The missionaries are praying. It is 
God’s moment. Suddenly the strong 
woodsman drops upon his knees beside 
the log and buries his face in his hands 
against the rough bark of the pine, and 
pours out his heart in confession of sin 
and in acceptance of the Lord Jesus. 
Another brand plucked from the burn- 
ing. A mother’s son is saved from the 
blight of sin. 


Thus the Spirit-filled evangelism of 
the Northwest Mountain Mission goes 
forward among the ranges. Souls: are 
constantly being touched for whom no one 
else is seeking. The trails we follow are 
not trod by any competitor. And from 
our headquarters they reach in every 
direction. Leaving to others the care 
of “the ninety-and-nine,” our mission- 
aries go after the one-hundredth sheep, 
“away on the mountains wild and bare.” 


Operating on a faith basis, the unde- 
nominational ministry of the Northwest 
Mountain Mission! is made possible by 
the prayers and stewardship of God’s 
people of all denominations. Definitely 
fundamental, and holding forth the 
whole Bible as the Word of Life, the 
mission enjoys the confidence and sup- 
port of outstanding groups and individ- 
uals. It has tackled the unfinished task 
of the Church, taking Christ to hungry 
souls of today’s American frontier. And, 
our ministry must expand, for there are 
vast areas yet untouched, where there are 
thousands without the Gospel. 


A glorious gladness awaits those who 
by their prayers and gifts share with us 
in this labor of love. Will you be one 
of the many friends God is giving us in 
this fellowship of service? 





1The headquarters of the Northwest Moun- 
tain Mission are at McCall, Idaho. A copy of 
the Mission bulletin, The Trail Blazer, will be 
sent upon request. 
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A Testimony from Dr. Pace 


ELL do I recall my first interview 

with the late Dr. Trumbull, of 
blessed and saintly memory. It was one 
day in late October twenty-five years 
ago. I had under my arm a number of 
drawings when I entered his office that 
day, one of which had been rejected by 
the editor of another religious journal. I 
wondered at the time that he should 
so cordially greet me. You see he knew 
me, but I did not know him. And he 
knew me from a letter he had received 
from the mission secretary some time 
before. In this letter I had tried to 
recount an experience that I had had in 
the Philippine Islands, an experience so 
much like his that revolutionized his 
whole being, and which he attempted to 
describe in that litthe pamphlet, “The 
Life that Wins,” that he must have been 
impressed by the similarity. 

Some months before I had been in- 
valided home because of a dread tropical 
disease, which the doctors had said 
would lay me under the sod within six 
months, I had the privilege of attending 
a Victorious Life conference. There 
were only two present at that conference, 
—the Lord and myself. It marked the 
end of months of weary wanderings in 
Modernism’s Death Valley, and the 
deluge of His power and blessing was so 
great that I quite despaired of adequately 
describing it in a letter to the board 
secretary. Dr. Trumbull had visited that 
city and given his heart-searching testi- 
mony, and the board secretary heard 
him; so when two weeks later my letter 
came, he at once forwarded it to THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes. I had not be- 
lieved the doctors when they said I 
would surely die, for I had seized upon 
a verse in the 118th Psalm, the seven- 
teenth it was: “I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord.” The 
quiet assurance that I received from the 
Lord through that verse buoyed me up 
tremendously, and I had the feeling that 
far from dying I was then entering upon 
a new phase of service, but I never 
dreamed that it would take the form of 
drawing cartoons for the Tres these 
twenty-five years, 


V'ell, as I was saying, I entered Dr. 
Trumbull’s office with a number of draw- 
ings under my arm, among them this 
cartoon that had been rejected by an- 
other religious editor. As soon as he 
saw that cartoon he at once exclaimed: 
“I want that; and I want you to draw 
cartoons illustrating the current lessons 
for THE Sunpay ScHoot Trmess.” Inci- 
dentally I might remark that I was grati- 
fied later on to see this same rejected 
cartoon as a half-page illustration in 
one of the Hearst papers, published in 
six million copies from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific. 


From that first interview many years 
ago there grew a tender and precious 
friendship between us, and he insisted 
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that I call him Charley, and I was to him 
E. J. I do not know why I was im- 
pressed to apply to THe Sunpay ScHOOoL 
Times. I scarcely knew it existed, and 
I do not remember having read a single 
copy of it. It must have been one of 
those inscrutable leadings of the Lord, 
which we do not understand at the time; 
but we do afterward, and give Him 
thanks. What a blessed ministry this has 
been, and what a joy to deal with such 
as compose the staff of this most esti- 
mable periodical! May the hope ex- 
pressed by the late Editor be fulfilled 
when he said: “E. J., I hope you can 
draw cartoons for THE SunpDAY ScHOOL 
Timegs until Jesus comes.” 


ORLANDO, FLA. 





Teacher Training Questions 


By Clarence H. Benson 


Executive Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 











Once a month Mr. Benson answers ques- 
tions having to do with the whole field 
of teacher training. Please keep your 
questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and prob- 
lems, addressing them to the Rev. Clarence 
H. Benson at 800 North Clark St., Chicago, 
Ill. (Books mentioned in this department 
may be ordered from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia.) 


Do you think it is necessary to have a 
teachers’ prayer meeting before Sunday school? 
—vV. Cc. 

RAYER and prayer meetings are in- 

dispensable to the life of the teacher. 
In the chapter on “Councils” in “The 
Sunday School in Action” (p. 258), I 
call attention to various plans for prayer 
groups. Invariably the devotions are an 
important part of the general and depart- 
mental conferences, but in addition, it 
may be found helpful to have a brief 
prayer meeting in connection with the 
Sunday school period. The pre-session 
prayer meeting, if only limited to five 
or ten minutes, is well worth while for 
not only will such a gathering before 
Sunday school insure the presence of 
every teacher at the opening of the 
session, but it will also send these in- 
structors to their classes in a devotional 
spirit. 





What is the most effective means of making 
Sunday school pupils faithful to the worship 
and work of the church?—C. V. E. 

S THE teacher teaches more by what 

he does, it stands to reason that his 
interest and relationship to the church 
will mean more than any amount of -in- 
struction upon this subject. Sunday 
school teachers should not only be mem- 
bers of the church, but they should at- 
tend its services and demonstrate by 
their relations that they are a vital part 
of its activities. It is also important to 
encourage the pupil’s attendance at 
church services by giving it as much 
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recognition as is given to regularity and 
punctuality in Sunday school. Perhaps 
the Six Point Record System, so success- 
fully used by the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, is the best means to stimulate 
church attendance. 





How can we best obtain decisions for Christ 
which are permanent?—E. C. 
EN evangelists have gone on record 
testifying that the Sunday school 
teacher is the key to all evangelism. 
This is especially true when pupils come 
from homes where parents are not con- 
cerned about the salvation of their chil- 
dren. While 87 per cent of adult con- 
verts fall away in five years, the num- 
ber of child converts that are brought 
up through the Sunday school is a much 
smaller per cent. The main difference 
is that a child can be brought to make 
a decision, but an adult is asked to re- 
verse a negative decision which has al- 
ready been made. The testimony of 
more than one child is: First I learned 
to love my teacher; next I learned to 
love my teacher’s Bible; and. then I 
learned to love my teacher’s Saviour. 





A 
Is a department secretary necessary?—lL H. 


HE department secretary serves in a 

twofold capacity. She is not only as- 
sistant to the general secretary of the 
school, but also assistant to the superin- 
tendent of the department. While I do not 
recommend that department superintend- 
ents teach, it is true that there are oc- 
casions where it is necessary for them 
to do so, and, under such circumstances, 
it is very important that they have an 
assistant to care for the details of the 
administration. Where the Six Point 
Record System is used, the department 
secretary assumes the responsibility of 
distributing and collecting the individual 
envelopes as well as entering their re- 
ports upon the department record cards. 
This relieves the teacher and enables 
him to give his entire time and attention 
to class instruction. 





Is the Preliminary Training Course taught by 
correspondence?—H. S. 


ES. However, it is conducted by 
schools composing the Evangelical 

Teacher Training Association. Those 
that are equipped for this purpose are: 

American Theological Seminary, Wilming- 
ton, Dele ‘ 

Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Los An- 
geles. 

Indianapolis Bible Institute, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Kansas City Bible College, Kansas City, 
Mo. 

Kingston Bible College of Nova Scotia, 
Kingston, Nova Scotia. 

Lancaster School of the Bible, Lancaster, 
Pa. 

The Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 

Northwestern Bible and Missionary Train- 
ing School, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Philadelphia School of the Bible, Philadel- 
phia. 

Providence Bible Institute, Providence, 
R. I. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 28. THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 25: 31-46, John “4-1-6, 2 Corithians 5: 1-10, 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 
1 Peter 1: 3-9, Revelation 22:1-5; printed text, John 14: 1-6; Revelation 22 :1-5 


Golden Text.—In my Father's house are many mansions.—John 14:2 


oo 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Jehn 14:1-6; Rev. 22:1-5 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, © 


believe also in me. 

2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also. 

4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 

5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou 
goest; and how can we know the way? 

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 


Rev. 22:1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as-crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the 
river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. 

3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 
_ 4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads. 

5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: 
and they shall reign for ever and ever. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


ness. 


will be the height of joy and blessed- 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: 'believe in God, 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many ? mansions; 
if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare 
a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
come again, and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. 4*And whither I go, ye know the way. 
5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; 
how know we the way? 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but 
‘by me. 


Rev. 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of *the Lamb, 
2 in the midst of the street thereof. And on this side of the 
river and on that was *the tree of life, bearing twelve 7 manner 
of fruits, yielding its fruit every month: and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be 
Sno curse any more: and the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be therein: and his *servants shall serve him; 4 and they 
shall see his face; and his name shall be on their foreheads. 
5 And there shall be night no more; and they need no light of 
lamp, neither light of sun; for the Lord God shall give them 
light: and they shall reign “for ever and ever. 


1Or, ye believe in God. *Or, abiding-places. * Many ancient 
authorities read, And whither I go ye know, and the way ye 
know. ‘Or, through. °Or, the Lamb. In the midst of the 
street thereof, and on either side of the river, was the tree 
of life, etc. *Or, a tree. 7 Or, crops of fruit. *Or, no more 
anything accursed, *Gr., bondservants. Gr., unto the ages 
of the ages. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


books of which were written over a 
period of about fifty years, from about 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HOUGH the Bible shows us plainly 

the way to Heaven, it has often 

been noticed that we have very few 
particulars concerning that place of 
eternal rest and holy gladness. We are 
told more of what is not there than about 
what we shall find when we reach 
Heaven. It has well been called “The 
Land of No More.” For in it there shall 
be no more sin, no more sorrow, no more 
tears, no more pain, no more night, no 
more sea, nor anything else that often 
distresses us here on earth. 

On the other hand, that which we find 
stressed above all else is that Christ 
Himself will be the joy of Heaven, the 
glorious center of that universe of bliss. 
To go to Heaven is to depart and be 
with Christ (Phil. 1:23). To leave the 
body is to be present with the Lord (2 
Cor. 5:8). “I will . .. receive you,” 
He said, “unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also” (John 14:3). To 
the penitent thief He gave the comfort- 
ing assurarice, “To day shalt thou - be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). This 


To dwell with Him, to see His face, 

And know the fullness of His grace. 

When we turn to the Scriptures for 
instruction concerning our eternal des- 
tiny as believers, we have two aspects 
of our future state to consider: the con- 
dition of the spirits of the redeemed be- 
tween death and resurrection, and their 
state after the first resurrection and the 
rapture at the Lord’s return, when they 
will have their glorified bodies. It is 
the latter that is the real hope of the 
believer, for, while at death the spirit 
goes into conscious bliss in the presence 
of the Lerd and in full recognition of 
the saints already there, yet it is only at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus and our 
gathering together unto Him that we 
attain that perfection which is the goal 
of our hearts. Then we shall indeed find 
our full satisfaction when we awake in 
His likeness. 
The Historical Setting 


Christ brought life and immortality 
to light by the Gospel. So it is not 
in the Old Testament we are to look for 
the clear revelation of the eternal state 
of believers, but we find this truth set 
forth in the New Testament, the various 


A. D. 40 to 90. Matthew gives the earli- 
est teaching regarding it and John the 
latest, with the writings of Paul and 
Peter coming in between. 


Verse by Verse 


John 14:1—“Ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me.” Our Lord was about 
to leave His disciples by way of the cross, 
and the ascension. Soon He would be 
invisible to mortal sight. But as they 
trusted in God, although unseen, so He 
would have them trust in Him when they 
could no longer behold His physical 
form. 


Verse 2—“‘Many mansions.” We are 
not to think of literal houses. The 
word rendered “mansions” means places 
of rest, abiding places. “I go to prepare 
a place for you.” He was soon to enter 
the Holiest in the power of His own 
blood, thus preparing a place where all 
His own could enjoy uninterrupted fel- 
lowship with the Father and with “the 
spirits of just men made perfect” (Heb. 
12:23). 


Verse 3.—“I will come again.” Strange 
that any who profess to love Him and 
revere His name should ever try to ex- 
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plain these words away. He promised 
to return in person to receive His saints 
unto Himself. It was no mere spiritual 
coming to which He referred, neither was 
it physical death that He had reference 
to, but to His literal return, to raise the 
dead and change the living saints, that He 
might receive them all unto Himself (1 
Thess. 4:13-18). 


Verse 4.—“The way ye know.” He had 
taught them plainly concerning this dur- 
ing the period of His sojourn with them. 
They were responsible to know. 

Verse 5.—“Thomas saith ... How can 
we know the way?” It was evident that 
His disciples had entered very feebly 
into His teaching concerning Heaven and 
the way there, They still thought in 
terms of an earthly kingdom and could 
not understand Him when He spoke of 
going away from them. 


Verse 6—“I am the way, the truth, 
and the life.” He was, and is still, the 
way to the Father, not merely the way- 
shower. He does not simply point the 
way. He is the Way. He is the reve- 
lation of the Father — Truth incarnate. 
And He is the Life, for apart from Him 
all is death. He is the Fountain of that 
life which He communicates to all’ who 
believe. He declared, “No man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” This is 
an unequivocal statement. To reject Him 
is to miss the way to the Father’s house. 
There is no other name whereby we 
may be saved (Acts 4:12). 


Rev. 22:1—“A pure river of water of 
life.” The'language used in the descrip- 
tion of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2, 
10) is highly figurative, but it is, never- 
theless, a definite place, a city of re- 
deemed sinners, that is in view. “The 
river of life” is the Holy Spirit’s testi- 
mony to the glorified Christ, who will 
be the joy of our souls for all eternity. 
It is seen, like Ezekiel’s river of old, 
which came from the Temple (Ezek. 
47:1), “proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb.” It tells of the 
authority of the Lord _ established 
throughout the universe upon the basis 
of the work of the cross. The Lamb who 
died is now seen enthroned in glory. 


Verse 2.—“The tree of life.” This, too, 
speaks of Christ. He is the One of whom 
the tree of life in Eden was a type. The 
Bride can say of Him, “His fruit was 
sweet to my taste” (Song of Sol. 2:3). 
All peoples will be blessed through Him. 
It is really a millennial scene that is in 
view, when “the leaves of the tree” will 
be for ‘the “healing of the nations.” From 
Him virtue will go forth for the health 
and happiness of all mankind, when He 
takes His great power and reigns in 
righteousness over a redeemed universe. 


Verse 3.—‘*No more curse.” Paradise 
will be regained at last, and both the 
Adamic curse (Gen. 3:17) and the curse 
of the broken law (Gal. 3:10) will be 
past forever for those who have title, 
through the blood of the Lamb, to enter 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 21.—The Coming of God's 
Son (Christmas Lesson). 
Isaiah 9:6, 7; John 1:1-18; 1 John 4:9-14 


Fourth Quarter, 1941 
18. December 28.—The Christian’s Hope. 
Matthew 25:31-46; John 14:1-6; 2 
Corinthians 5:1-10; 2 Timothy 4:6- 
8; 1 Peter 1:3-9; Revelation 22:1-5 


First Quarter, 1942 

1. January 4.—The Synoptic Gospels: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke. Matthew 1:1, 
17; Mark 1:1, 14, 15; Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-5 

2. January 11.—The Infancy and Boy= 
hood of Jesus. Matthew 1, 2; Luke 1, 2 

3. January 18.—John the Baptist and 

Jesus. 

Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22 

4. January 25.—The Tefnptation of Jesus. 

Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12, 13; 
Luke 4:1-13 








by the gates into that city (Rev. 22:14, 
R. V. and A. V. margin). Rebellion will 
never lift up its head there, for “the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be 
in it.” Divine authority will be estab- 
lished, nevermore to be disturbed. “His 
servants” will “serve him.” We shall not 
be idle there, but to all who share His 
glory the Lord will grant the privilege 
of service in connection with the ever- 
lasting Kingdom, for which we have 
prayed so long, “Thy kingdom come.” 


Verse 4.—“‘They shall see his face.” No 
privilege can be greater than this. None 
in that abode of bliss will be like Ab- 
salom of old, who dwelt in Jerusalem, 
but saw not the king’s face (2 Sam. 14: 
28). It will be the joy of those who are 
saved to dwell in the light of His pres- 
ence, in holy fellowship forever. “His 
name shall be in their foreheads.” They 
will bear the sign of acceptance upon 
their brows, and in mind and heart be 
like Himself. 


Verse 5.—“There shall be no night 
there.” All darkness will -be past; the 
night of ignorance and of suffering will 
be done away. We shall dweil in the 
light as He is in the light, with: no 
shadow to arise during all the ages to 
come. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It has been said with truth that Heaven 
is a prepared place for a prepared peo- 
ple. He who has gone to prepare a place 
for us is the same One-who has redeemed 
us to God and made all believers meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light (Col. 1:12). He will never 
be satisfied until He has all His own 
gathered about Himself, to share the joys 
of paradise and to serve Him there in a 
manner we have never entered into 
while here on earth. 
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Our Lord assured all of personal recog- 
nition in the other world when He told 
how,yeven a lost man in Hades recog- 
nized both Abraham and Lazarus in the 
abode of the.righteous. Heaven is a 
place of real fellowship where the re- 
deemed will enjoy together the blessings 
of the Father’s house. 


A Lesson Outline 
THE CHRISTIAN’S FUTURE 
The Father’s house (John 14:2) 
The Lord’s return (John 14:3) 
Physical resurrection (2 Cor. 5:1) 
To be with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8) 
Assured reward (2 Tim. 4:8) 
An incorruptible inheritance (1 Pet. 1:4) 
No more curse or darkness (Rev. 22:3, 5) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Is Heaven a Place or a Condition? It 
is both. Our Lord definitely declared that 
He was going to prepare a place for 
His‘own. In this place His redeemed 
shall dwell in idyllic conditions, where 
every desire of the renewed nature will 
find perfect satisfaction. 


Heavenly Recognition. It is strange 
that any believer in the Bible should 
raise a question as to this. In the story 
of the rich man and Lazarus, referred 
to above, we see that after death, both 
for the saved and the lost, their personal 
identity is preserved and recognition is 
positively made known. Dives had never 
seen Abraham, yet he knew him as he 
gazed across the “great gulf.” -Lazarus 
he at once recognized as the erstwhile 
beggar who lay at his gate. One of 
the greatest joys of Heaven will be the 
reunion of loved ones long separated, 
and the meeting with saints never 
known on earth but with whose lives 
and testimonies we have become familiar 
through Scripture and history. 


Applications and Summaries 


There will be no more curse in the 
eternal home of the saints because Christ 
was made a curse for us, and all that 
our sins deserved fell upon Him. 

To know the Lord Jesus is to be as- 
sured of a home in Heaven. His name 
is the only passport into that city of 

iiss. 

Many hope to go to Heaven at last 
who have no desire to know the Lord 
of Heaven now. Do we know Him? 

In order to enjoy a scene of ineffable 
holiness, one must have a nature adapted 
to it. This is given in new birth. Have 
we been born again? 

It is not golden streets and pearly 
gates that make Heaven. It is the per- 
sonal presence of Him who is Himself 
the Way there and will be the joy of all 
who reach there. 

The throne of. God and the Lamb 
speaks of the divine government, based 
on the sacrifice of the cross. This in- 
sures unbroken and unending holiness 
in Heaven. 


CHICAGO. 
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Lesson for December 28 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent mem your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HOSE are the mansions the Lord Jesus 
is preparing? 
2. How may one be sure of reaching 
Heaven? 


3. Name some things that will have no 
place in the eternal home of believers. 


4. Who will be the supreme object of the 
love and worship of every heart in Heaven? 


5. How will we worship in Heaven? 


6. Is it right for Christians to long for 
Heaven? 


7. What is the curse mentioned in Revela- 
tion 22:3? 


8. What is meart by the Blessed Hope? 


9. Where is the promise of the Second 
Coming in this lesson? 


10. Name some of the heavenly objects 
mentioned in this lesson which will give 
us joy. 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 1025 of this issue. 


we 
The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our “Manor House.”—In my Father’s 
house are many mansions (John 14:2). 
This is one of the sweetest and most wel- 
come promises in the Bible. Also one 
of the most familiar. We hear it at al- 
most every funeral service. I wonder 
how many realize the Lord Jesus uses 
the promise as one of the many induce- 
ments to turn us Heavenward. 

In the days when the Bible was put 
into the present King James Version, 
the word “house” stood for a clan, a 
family, an estate. Like the Stuarts of 
England, Hapsburgs of Austria, Hohen- 
zollerns of Germany, Savoys of Italy, 
Bourbons, etc. 

On these great estates were built the 
“manor houses” (mansions). Did you 
ever see a picture of an English manor 
(mansion)? The finest of them are be- 
yond description, almost, in their beau- 
tiful settings and interiors. They are 
furnished with an elegance and decora- 
tion almost impossible to equal in these 
days. The paintings and carvings are 
masterpieces. Lots of them have been 
sold at prices approaching and passing 
$100,000. I have seen some of these won- 
derful paintings which have been pur- 
chased by American millionaire art col- 
lectors. Great halls with high paneled 
and decorated ceilings. Noble mantels 
over great fireplaces. * Tables set with 
massive silverware of exquisite designs, 
decorated with the family crests and 
coats of arms. The furniture by Chip- 
pendale and the other cabinetmakers 
who were the world’s greatest artists 
and artisans. 

Well, all this is to call your attention 
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to the fact that our Lord is telling you 
what you are likely to have when you 
give yourself to Him—take His way — 
and come to your “Manor House.” Paul 
gives you a hint in 1 Corinthians 2:9. 


The King’s (High) Way!—I am the 
way,...no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me (v. 6). Last fall the press 
agents of Florida, California, and the 
Isles of the Sea were setting forth the 
glories and beauties of their lovely 
climes. Their booklets told of the benefits 
and pleasures to be found in a visit and 
sojourn. 

In like manner the Bible tells us of 
the attractions of Paradise. The railroad 
and steamship agents tell us how to 
reach Florida, California, Bermuda, and 
so on. The Bible-tells us the “Way” to 
reach Paradise. You can get to Cali- 
fornia and Miami and Bermuda by 
several ways — rail, water, air, and auto- 
mobile, and even to California and Flor- 
ida afoot. 

But Paradise is reached, so we are 
told by the only Book that tells about 
Paradise, by only one Way, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

It is possible to hitchhike the way 
across the land to the distant resorts, 
but no one has ever been able to “thumb” 
his way to Heaven. Lots are trying it, 
however. We get to Heaven by faith and 
not by standing along the way “making 
motions” ! 

Some expect to reach the heavenly 
destination by the Good Works route. 
Others by the Family Faith Piety plan. 
Some men I have known, instead of 
having faith in the Lord, put their faith 
and hope on the wife’s religion. 

No one will be likely to interfere with 
any proposed trip you may make to a 
winter or summer resort, but there is an 
adversary who will do everything he 
possibly can to get you off of the “Way” 
to Paradise. So, my boy and girl, let 
this 35-year-old Corner tell you for the 
umpty-leventh time: do not pay any at- 
tention to any “short cuts” or “better 
roads,” but stick right to Route Number 
1, the King’s High Way. You will know 
it by the cross at every crossroad ! 


Forever by the River.—In the midst 
of the street of it, and on either side of 
the river (Rev. 22:2). In the first para- 
graph of this lesson the estate and the 
manor house have been alluded to. Here 
we are told the location of the home 
provided for us in which to spend 
eternity. 

People who have been to England say, 
“Don’t miss the trip up the Thames 
River. All the way along are beautiful 
estates with their noble mansions.” In 
Harrisburg the finest homes, including 
the Governor’s mansion, are along the 
bank of the noble Susquehanna. 

It would seem Paradise has its river 
also, and the mansion prepared for you 
may have the added beauty of the broad 
river reach! 

As we close these 1941 lessons I am 
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trying in this final one, rather clumsily 
I know, to show that God is using al] the 
arts of language to impress His children 
with the knowledge of what a superb 
place He has prepared to receive us 
when we have finished with this world 
and go to be forever with the Lord. 

There is something fascinating about 
a noble river. Mark Twain’s “Life on 
the Mississippi” has descriptions of the 
beauty of that great river that stir your 
soul. 

When you go to New York, if you can, 
take a trip up the river past West Point. 
On the heights along the shore you will 
see the fine estates with their stately 
mansions. President Roosevelt has one 
at Hyde Park. Mr. John D. Rockefeller 
has another, and there are many more. 

What is all this river business about? 
The Holy Spirit is enticing you Heaven- 
ward, and I am making suggestions for 
those who may present this lesson as 
to how they can help the Holy Spirit 
to draw boys and girls Heavenward by 
the use of earthly analogies. 

“Happy New Year” for the 35th time 
from Yours Truly. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

+) 4 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


UNIORS will still be excited over 

Christmas presents. Allow each to 
tell about the one gift he enjoyed most. 
Then let God’s great Gift to the world 
be mentioned. Was He gladly received? 
(Let both kinds of reception be in- 
cluded.) Will He ever come to earth 
again? (Have the children review what 
evidence they can recall on the subject.) 
Last Sunday we said that He comes to 
each of us. Have any of you welcomed 
Him to your heart at this Christmas 
season which recalls His first coming to 
the world? He will come to all who be- 
lieve in Him a second time, too. 

How many of you had the “flu” (or 
whatever epidemic may have recently 
visited the community)? Were you very 
sick? Would you be scared if you 
thought you were so sick you would die? 
Why, or why not? 

“I don’t want to die; you see I don’t 
know what it’s like,” said Jake in a 
trembling voice. He had been run over 
and was in a free ward of a hospital. 
“You’re going to be up and hopping 
around by and by,” said the nurse, “but 
I can tell you what it’s like, if that’s what 
you want to know. When I was a little 
girl, I lived in the big city of London; 
and one dark, foggy day I had to cross 
the street at a corner where there was 
no policeman, but, oh, so many cabs, 
busses, trains, and carts. I looked into 
face after face of the passers-by, but 
everybody looked cross and in a hurry. 
Presently I saw an old, white-haired 
gentleman with such a kind face that I 
touched his arm and said, ‘Please, mister, 
won’t you take me across the street?’ 
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He took my arm in his, and soon I was 
safely across. Afterward I found out 
that my old gentleman was Lord Shaftes- 
bury, a great lord who sat at kings’ 
tables, and helped to rule the nation. 
Now when you come to the crossing 
between this world and the next all 
you have to do is loo for the One who 
helps us over. He'll be there. Not an 
old man, but a young, strong, and beau- 
tiful One. If you ask Him, He will see 
you safely over, and give you a place in 
His Home. You see, He is far greater 
than earthly lords and kings. He is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Will you remember 
about Him, so that you will not mind 
when you come to the crossing?” A 
bright smile spread over Jake’s thin face, 
and he nodded as well as a boy could 
with his head on a pillow. (The Congre- 
gationalist.) 

What Bible verses make you sure that 
He will be there? You know one from 
the Shepherd Psalm (23:4). The Lord 
has given us His own promise in John 
14:2, 3: “In my Father’s house are many 
mansions. . . . I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” When Thomas asked 
Him, “How can we know the way?” He 
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replied, “I am the way, ... no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me” (vs. 
5, 6). Where is Heaven? It is where 
the Lord Jesus is. 

You remember that when John was an 
old man he had a vision of Heaven, 
In what book of the Bible is it? What 
things did he see there? The children 
will probably list such things as golden 
streets, gates of pearl, the Lord, wonder- 
ful music, beautiful things, loved ones. 
Let them find others in Revelation 22: 1-5. 
Show how the “pure river of water of 
life” and “the tree of life, which bare 
twelve manner of fruits, . . . and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations” represent the sustenance 
of eternal life. What things will not be 
there? List at least the following: pain, 
crying, sickness, night, death, murderers, 
liars. Could a person who had told a 
lie ever get to Heaven? How? (1 John 
1:9.) 

If we love the Lord, He has promised 
to come get us, and take us to His lovely 
Home. “Go to no place where you would 
not want to be found when Jesus comes. 
Say nothing that you would not want to 
be saying, when Jesus comes. Do noth- 
ing that you would not want to be doing, 
when Jesus comes.” 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
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“I am the Light of the 
world: he that followeth 
me shall 
darkness.” Jesus 
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> December 13, 1941 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
=f editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 

Tlustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Better Than This—In my Father’s 


. house are many mansions (Golden Text). 


The Rev. G. C. Macgregor once related 
how an old Aberdeen preacher was com- 
forted by a little personal incident. He 
had always feared death, and was pow- 
erless to comfort others facing it. Toward 
the end of his life he moved to an- 
other house. Yet when the furniture 
had all gone, the old preacher lingered 
in the home where his children had been 
born and where his sermons had been 
prepared. At last his servant came to 
him and said, “Sir, everything’s gone; 
and the new house is better than this 
one. Come away.” It preached to him 
a lesson that he never forgot. God has 
prepared for His children a home much 
better than this,—‘“an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.”— 
From the Sunday at Home. Sént by J. 
A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 2 


Why We Need Not Fear.—Let~ not 
your heart be troubled (John 14:1). 
Fear not, little flock, from the cross to. the 

throne, 
From death into life He went for His own; 
All power in earth, all power above, 
Is given to Him for the flock of His love. 


—By Paul Rader. Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Certainty of Welcome.—lI go to 
prepare a place for you (v. 2). The 
Rev. George H. Sherer of Beyrouth, 
Syria, says: “A traveler in the desert, 
longing for a stopping place, may meet 
a native lad who tells him that there 
are tents and hospitality farther on. It 
is a place where he can stop, and the 
courtesy of the desert demands that the 
minimum. length of the sojourn be at 
least three days. Then, after the lad has 
told the traveler of the stopping place, 
he likely will mount his horse and ride 
on, saying, ‘I will go and prepare a place 
for you.” This word from the East 
throws a flood of light on the saying of 
our Lord as He spoke of the mansions in 
His Father’s housq In the Father’s house 
are many mansions, not only one.—From 
S. S. Hilscher, in the Moody Monthly. 
Sent bu Howard M. Green, Newfane, 
N. Y. 


Not Even an Angel Will Do—I will 
come again (v. 3). A noted preacher 
was invited to preach away from home 
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one weekend. Arriving at the station 
he stood with his suitcase waiting for 
someone to claim him. A motor drew 
up, and the driver asked, “Are you Mr. 
Brown?” “Yes,” he answered, where- 
upon his luggage was placed in the car 
which was immediately driven away. 
He was wondering what to do next, when 
another and more handsome car drew 
up to his side. “Mr. Brown, I think?” 
observed the gentleman who was driving. 
“Yes. But someone else has just asked 
me that and gone off with my luggage!” 
“Oh, that was a servant of mine. I sent 
him for your luggage, but I’ve come for 
you myself.” The. Lord Himself will 
come for His ‘people. Even an angel 
would not do. Let us yield ourselves to 
His Holy Spirit that we may be ready 
at the Lord’s appearing.—F rom the Chris- 
tian Herald (London). Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto, Ont. Prize illustration. 


Untangled Feet.—I will. come again 
(v. 3). To recognize the approach of the 
“day of the Lord” is expected of all be- 
lievers. Just as certainly they are 
warned that they will not know the day 
or the hour. The good effect of this ex- 
pectation is illustrated by the aged col- 
ored man who, when asked as to what 
value his belief in Christ’s soon coming 
was in his life, said, “I’m sitting with 
my feet untangled.”—From Dr. Chafer, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


The “No More” Land.—And there shall 
be no more curse (Rev. 22:3). 
It says in the Bible — one beautiful verse — 
That in Heaven (praise God) there shall be 
“no more curse’’; 
No earthquake, no famine, no stormy wind 
blowing: 
And that’s where I'm going, oh! that’s 
where I’m going! 
It says that up there in the land of the skies, 
The Saviour will wipe every tear from our 
eyes; 
That the river of life keeps flowing and 
flowing: 
And that’s where I’m going, oh! that’s 
where I'm going ! 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by B. 
M. Dobbin, Summerfield, Kans. 
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¢ 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HE family were moving. Mother 

began to take down. the pictures in 
the boys’ room. Burton, aged four, ob- 
jected. “Why do you take our pictures 
down?” Mother explained that they were 
going to move to another town, so they 
had to take all the pictures down and 
pack them in boxes. All day long the 
little boy followed his mother around 
and cried about things being packed. 
Little brother was so small he didn’t 
care, but Burton took it hard. 

At last everything was packed. Daddy 
ordered the furniture van to come and 
get the things. When everything was 
loaded, the family got into the car and 
away they went to the other town where 
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the new home was to be. When they ar- 
rived, it was night, and they went to a 
friend’s home. The next morning the 
boys were left there while the father 
and mother went to get things settled 
in the new home, The next day they 
took the boys home. Baby brother was 
satisfied with his toys, and settled down 
contentedly to play, but Burton was up- 
set by the change. He wouldn’t play, 
and finally began to cry that he wanted 
to go “home.” Much reasoning did no 
good. The child was simply homesick 
for the only place he had ever known 
as home. 

After about a week of this, the father 
had a bright idea. It was not far to 
the old home, so the friends with whom 
they had stayed the first night took Bur- 
ton, with some of his clothes, back to 
the old home. He kissed his mother 
and father and baby brother “Good- 
by” as cheerfully as could be, and 
was very happy because he was 
going “home.” But when they arrived 
there, strange people were in the house. 
Everything was different. He began to 
ask for Mother. Then he wanted Daddy. 
But of course they were not there. He 
stood and looked around, and then said, 
“I want to go home to mother.” They 
rode back to the new home. Burton 
was the first one out of the car. Anx- 
ious parents were waiting to see how 
the experiment had worked. He ran up 
the walk, shouting, “Mother, Daddy, that 
other house isn’t home any more, not 
home any more. I guess I'll live here 
with you now.” His homesickness was 
over. 

How well we have all learned that 
home is where a person is! A house 
doesn’t make a home. Even having all 
your possessions doesn’t make a home if 
the loved ones are not there. For chil- 
dren, very largely, home is where 
Mother is. How this tells us the story 
of Heaven! Heaven is where Jesus is. 
I have an idea where it is, but I know 
my Lord will be there, and that will 
make Heaven for me. Even a child can 
understand this. 

How dol know He will be there? Be- 
cause He has promised. How do I.know 
my mansion will suit me? Because my 
Lord has gone to prepare it for me, so 
it will be perfect. When my daughter 
was very small, we. visited in Los An- 
geles. She was fascinated by the pink 
stucco houses, and when we went home, 
our plain white-sided house was very 
unacceptable. She mourned over it, and 
wanted her father to put pink stucco 
on the outside. All at once she said to 
me, “Can I have a pink house in Heaven, 
Mother?” I replied, “Martha, the Lord 
is preparing a house for you, and if 
you must have a pink house to be ‘happy 
in Heaven, Jesus will prepare you a 
pink house.” That satisfied her com- 
pletely for years. Ten years passed, and 
we were in Los Angeles again. Martha 
was very silent.. After a day or so, I 
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found her crying, and asked her what 
the trouble was. With many tears, she 
sobbed, “Mother, I don’t want a pink 
house, and I’m afraid God will make 
me have one, because I’ve asked Him 
for one for years, and now-I don’t even 
think they’re pretty.” But I assured her 
that God understood all about that and 
would make her a home that would suit 
her perfectly. But haven’t we all been 
just as childish? 

Children love to hear about Heaven. 
After teaching them from John 14, I have 
heard them say, “Oh, I just wish I could 
go right now to be with Jesus in that 
home !” 

Teacher, are you homesick for Heaven? 
Then you'll make the children long to 
go there. 


Mopesto, CALIF. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank Thee today for Thy word of com- 
fort to Thy disciples. We are conscious of 
our own need of the assurance that Thou dost 
give of Thy loving care here, and in the home 
of many mansions. If any of us today are 
burdened with present problems, or shadowed 
by fear of the future, may we hear Thy com- 
forting message coming to us as a personal 
word from Thee. Thou art indeed the way, 
the truth, and the life. May there be no one 
among us who shall miss the way, or deny 
the truth, or be deprived of the life that 
Thou dost offer. We ask this in Thy dear 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you a prob- 
lem today that you do not quite see 
through? Is there a burden upon you 
that seems to be heavy? Do you wonder 
what all the turmoil in the world is com- 
ing to? Let us remember that in this 
lesson our Lord was about to leave His 
disciples, and that He knew just what 
they needed for the days that were to 
come. He gives them marvelous com- 
fort, and some promises that go far be- 
yond our imagination. We do not need 
to be burdened in spirit; He is our Bur- 
den-bearer! We do not need to be in 
the dark; he is the Light! We do not 
need to wander in strange and stony 
pathways, the end of which we cannot 
see; He is the Way! We do not need 
to live a heavy and sad and troubled life, 
for He is the Life, and that which He 
offers to us is life indeed! Will you de- 
cide today to take Jesus Himself as “the 
way, the truth, and the life’? What 
wonderful promises follow on after that! 
Oh, the joy and blessing of walking 
with Him! May no one of us here miss 
that way. Let us pray. 





WITH CHRIST 
LIFE Herearter 
TRUST HIM! 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “A place for you.” 

Discussion: Have you a home? A room 
oz your own? If not, would you like 
to have one? What value would you 
put upon having a specially prepared 
place of your own? 

Objective: Preparing yourself for your 
prepared place. 











AY, fellows, did you ever stop to 

think of your own individual place 
in your home? It is a satisfaction to 
know you have a special corner of the 
house, your own room and closet—a 
place where you can keep not only your 
own clothes and shoes and cap, but your 
bats and balls and mask, your skates 
and fishing tackle. Doubtless you keep 
the corner in a mess and it is the de- 
spair of your mother when she cleans 
house; but it is your place, and the one 
spot where you can stretch out and do 
pretty much as you please. When you 
are tired of the crowd, you can go there 
and settle down with a book, or you can 
work at some project in which you 
would rather be alone. It is comfort- 
ing to know that such a place has been 
prepared just for your use and enjoy- 
ment, and no matter how far away from 
home you may be you are assured that 
your room is ready and awaiting your 
return—the bed made up fresh and 
sweet, and everything in its place. 

Our Lord was showing His keen un- 
derstanding of human nature when He 
said, “I go to prepare a place for you.” 
Many mansions are in the Father’s house 
above, but it would not appeal to me to 
think I must occupy them all, or be 
changing from one to another. It does 
tremendously appeal to me to know that 
I will have a special place prepared just 
for me. And just as I think with pleas- 
ure of some one particular spot here on 
earth, to which I can retire at will and 
have about me those things that I par- 
ticularly enjoy, on a vastly larger and 
finer scale I will some day rejoice in 
that delectable room in my Father’s 
house which the Lord Himself says He 
has prepared for me and will have ready 
and awaiting my coming. 

Perhaps there is more speculative 
thought indulged in “what Heaven will 
be like” than any other subject. Nobody 
knows. We have a general idea from 
the Book of Revelation and other parts 
of Scripture, stated in more or less fig- 
urative terms. We know that it is going 
to be very wonderful — far past our most 
extravagant imagination. We know that 
the Lord Himself will be the central fig- 
ure, and the fact alone that we shall 
see Him and be like Him is enough to 
make us long for the time when we shall 
take up our residence there; but here in 
the fourteenth chapter of John, Heaven 
is made peculiarly attractive by the 
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statement of Jesus, “I go to prepare a 
place for you.” That particular place 
will be celestially fitted for your own 
celestial individuality. While we shall 
be transformed into far more glorious 
beings, doubtless there will be variety 
of tastes and temperaments as there are 
here; and each one’s place will be ex- 
actly right, for the infinitely wise and 
loving Lord has prepared it, with that 
particular one in mind. My! what a 
Heaven to anticipate ! 

A recent letter from some very dear 
friends informs me that they are re- 
modeling their home, and they say they 
are building a room in it for me. They 
have already named it my room. It is 
prepared for me and I am assured that 


whenever I can come for a stay, short 


or long, it will be ready and waiting for 
me. I am happy to think of that room, 
and the secure place and welcome guar- 
anteed. It is a foretaste of that other 
place which the Lord has prepared in 
Glory: “A place for you.” 


Avon Park, FLA. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal—To become aware of heavenly 
citizenship while here on this earth. 


Activity —Make a chart showing twelve 
steps to correspond with lessons of the 
past quarter. A step will not be used 
for Lesson 5 on “Sin,” as this subject 
will be represented beneath the stairway. 
On each step write the italicized word, or 
part of it. Above the word draw or 
paste the symbol; below write the refer- 
ence. 











“Steps Unto HEAVEN” , 

God (circle representing the earth—Gen. 
1:1; Matt. 6:33). 

Saviour (earth with a cross reaching 
above the upper curve—John 4: 
42). 

Spirit (heart with “Spirit” written within 
—John 14:26). 

Community (a village—Gen. 2:15, 18, 19; 
Deut. 5:32, 33; Rev. 21:1, 27). 

Note: Sin (a black blot below the 

lower steps—1 John 5:17a; Psa. 


1:5). 

Repentance, Faith (a girl kneeling—1l 
John 1:9). 

Christ and I (Christ and a girl—1 John 
Bees 


Thanksgiving (girl with arms upraised— 
Psa. 107:1; Rev. 7: 10-12). 

Christian Love (someone showing kind- 
ness—Gal. 1: 16a, 24). 

Church (church building—Psa. 122:1). 

Possessions (an open handbag with coins 
displayed—2 Cor. 8:5). 

Dedication (shepherds or wise men—2 
Cor. 8:9). 

Our Hope (billowy, golden “clouds’— 
John 14:1-6; Ezek. 48:35). 


December 13; 1941 


Memory Verse.—“In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: ...I go to prepare 
a place for you” (John 14:2). 


Nor “WIsHFUL THINKING 
But A “BLESSED Hope” . 


“I do wish I could see you and talk 
with you,” wrote a young girl whom 
we had met at a Victorious Life Con- 
ference, “but if we can never meet again 
in this life, I am looking forward to the 
time when we shall all meet together 
with Christ.” 

What a glorious time that will be! 
“Even now,” as we meet with Christian 
friends, “our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Sav- 
iour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3: 
20). What will our conversation be 
after we have seen Him face to face? 
(Phil. 1:27; 1 Pet. 1:15; 2 Pet. 3:11.) 

This is not “wishful thinking,” but a 
“blessed hope” that gives incentive to 
life. We who are Christ’s are citizens 
of two worlds, serving in this one while 
traveling toward the next. -When you 
go on a journey, you think a great deal 
about your destination, do you not? Yet 
you do not brood about it. . You live 
normally and joyfully all along the way. 

As we view again the lessons of the 
past quarter, we shall. consider three 
groups of four lessons each. The follow- 
ing outlines furnish further thoughts to 
be used in connection with the chart. 


ETERNAL REALITIES 

God—Creator, Judge, Father. 
The Man Christ Jesus—Saviour. 
Holy Spirit—Indwelling Presence. 
Ideal Community Life— 

In the garden of Eden 

God’s plan for earth people 

In the New Jerusalem. 
(Sin—Opposed to God and His righteous- 

ness.) 


HEART RELATIONSHIPS 
Sorrow for sin; confidence in God. 
Increasing fellowship with Christ. 
Prayer: essence of our relationship with 
Him. 
Christian love: foundation of relation- 
ship with others. ~~ ‘ 


Outcome oF CHRISTIAN LIFE 
Church: Worship and serve with God’s 
people. : 
Possessions: Use “all to the glory of 
God.” 
Dedication: Tell .that Christ came 
down from Heaven to lead us upward. 
Anticipation of the Home of our Hope: 
“The Lord is there.” 


RESOLUTIONS TO KEEP 
. “Hope thou in God” (Psa. 42:5). 
. “Hore continually” (Psa. 71:14). 
. “Abound in hope” (Rom. 15:13). 
. “Lay hold upon the hope” (Heb. 6: 
18, 19). 
5. “Hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:7). 
6. “Blessed hope” (Titus 2:13). 
7. “Hope to the end” (1 Pet. 1:13). 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Lesson for December 28 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1021) 


1. The mansions are for the believers who 
have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. 


2..One may be sure of reaching Heaven 
by ackriowledging his sin, and receiving the 
Lord Jesus Christ into his heart (John 3: 
16, 36). There is no way apart from saving 
faith in the Lord Jesus. Christ is the way, 
and the only way, by which one may reach 
Heaven. “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 








THE CHRISTIANS HOPE 
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by me” (John 14:6). To trust Him is to 
be in that way that leads to glory. 

3. There will be no sin, no more pain or 
sorrow, no curse, and no night. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself will be 
supreme in Heaven. 

5. Our worship will be “face to face” with 
our glorious Lord (1 Cor. 13:12). 

6. Yes, Paul did (Phil. 1:23). But we are 
to “occupy”’ while we are here (Luke 19:13). 

7. The curse which sin brought (Gen. 3: 
14-19). 

8. “The glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 
2:13). 

9. “I will come again” (John 14:3). 

10. The mansions; the river of life; the 
throne of God and of the Lamb; the tree 
of life and its fruit and leaves; the God- 
given light. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 4. I. What Our Society Stands For. 
Deut. 31:12, 13; Eph. 2:19-22. 


Sunday, December 28 


The Gift of a New Year 
(Phil. 3:13-16) 


Mon.—Be not slothful; be sagacious (Heb. 
6:10-12). 

Tues.—Waste no time; watch always 
(Matt. 24:42-46). 

Wed.—Cast off darkness; change to light 
(Rom. 13:11-14). 

Thurs.—A perpetual gift (John 2:16). 

Fri—Put off the old; put on the new 
(Eph. 4:17-24). 

Sat.—“Think on these things” (Phil. 4: 
8, 9). 


Dear Master, as the old year dieth soon 
Take Thou my harp, 
And prove if any string be out of tune, 
Or flat, or sharp! 
Correct Thou, Lord, for me 
What ringeth harsh to Thee, 
That heart and life may sing, the new year 
long, 
Thy perfect song ! 
—Anonymous. 


HE noted Spanish sculptor, Thor- 
waldsen, was asked, “Which is your 
greatest statue?” He promptly replied, 
“The next one?!” 
4 


A young girl was tacking up a new 
wall calendar bearing the unfamiliar 
figures of the new year. As she did so 
she said, “It is going to be a beautiful 
year.” 

A friend standing near heard the girl’s 
prediction and, being curious to know 
what was in her mind, asked, “How do 
you know it is going to be a beautiful 
year? A year is a long time.” 

“Well,” she said, “a day isn’t a long 
time, and I know it is going to be a 
beautiful year because I am going to 
take a day at a time to make it so. Years 
are only days, when you come right down 
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to it, and I am going to see that every 
single one of these 365 days gets at least 
one be&utiful thing into it.” 

pan 

Many centuries ago the poet Horace 
wrote “Carpe diem,” which translated 
reads, “Seize today.” 

¢ ope 

“While we have no intimation that the 
words of Paul included in our Scripture 
lesson for this week’s prayer meeting 
were written at the beginning of a new 
year, nevertheless, they have a mes- 
sage for us as 1942 begins, and should 
help us to see the value and privilege 
of turning over the page and beginning 
a new year. 

First notice Paul’s humility in recog- 
nizing the failures and shortcomings of 
the past. There have been failures and 
shortcomings for every one of us in 1941. 
Perhaps they were far greater than those 
which Paul remembered. Certainly if 
he had not attained and if he had not 
laid hold upon that for which Christ had 
laid hold of him, we have no room for 
boasting or self-satisfaction. 

yd 

But notice also that there was no self- 
pity or morbid dwelling on the past. 
The past holds many lessons for us, but 
we are not to cling to it and to live 
in it. We have God’s promise to forgive 
our failures and our sins, and He tells 
us that He will remember them no more 
forever. Having learned the lessons 
from them, let us, like Paul, “forget those 
things which are behind.” 

pd 

There was no hiding behind past 
weaknesses and no contentment, and no 
acceptance of failure on Paul’s part. He 
was ,quick to acknowledge that he had 
failed, but he was not willing to accept 
that failure as the best that could be 
done. 

A certain young man, largely because 
of lack of application, failed in mathe- 
matics in his third year in high school. 
As a result he had to take some extra 
work at summer school. But the next 
year, rather than work a little harder to 
correct his weakness, he elected not to 
include mathematics among his studies. 
Does the fact that you have failed at 
certain points in the Christian life keep 
you from expecting to gain the victory 
at just that point? 

4 

We find also in these vérses a disposi- 
tion to extend every latent power and re- 
source, not merely a wishful longing to 
reach the goal. 1942 in our Christian ex- 
perience demands of us a pressing for- 
ward and a reaching out. All too often 
we are unwilling to exert ourselves, even 
a little bit, to gain a closer fellowship 
with the Lord Jesus, a deeper knowl- 
edge of His Word, a more complete 
yielding to His will. 

4 

In Paul’s words we may also see a defi- 

nite aiming for the very top. No inter- 
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mediate success would do. It was the 
prize of Christian experience that Paul 
wanted, not merely to be numbereti with 
those who ran well. Are you satisfied 
with anything but the best which God 
has for you in 1942? 

8 

Observe likewise that the one supreme 
goal toward which Paul pressed required 
that all other goals be subordinated to 
it. Life holds for each of us many 
worth-while objectives. If we are in 
business, let us not suppose that God 
wants us to be an indifferent or poor 
businessman. If we are in engineer- 
ing, certainly God wants us to be the 
best engineer that our gifts will permit. 
But even a worth-while goal can be 
harmful when it interferes with our 
reaching that supreme goal of knowing 
the Lord Jesus, being found in Him, and 
having in our lives the power of His 
resurrection. Let us see to it that even 
the good things in 1942 do not keep us 
from the best. 

4 

Finally, in Paul’s life we may see an 
absolute trust that God would guide and 
direct as he pressed forward, and that 
He would in His faithfulness reveal to 
him any disposition to be otherwise 
minded than God desired. Can we not 
also trust our Heavenly Father? 

We do not know what 1942 holds for 
us, but we know that God is in the future 
and that His love and guidance and pro- 
tection will surround us, as we go for- 
ward seeking to do His will. The whole 
year looming ahead may seem very un- 
certain and disquieting, but we can live 
it one day at a time, trusting our Father 
moment by moment for the next step, 
nd obediently doing His will each step 
of the way as He shows it to us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 








Three Tin Cans and Christmas 
By Inez Wilson 


HE high Andes Mountains were cast- 

ing their shadows in the valley when 
Juan crept up to the missionary’s home 
and knocked timidly on. the door. He was 
almost tempted to run when he saw the 
door slowly opening. But the mission- 
ary had been kind to him and he did 
not know where to get the can he 
wanted. 

“What can I do for you, my little 
man?” asked the tatai, which means 
missionary in the Bolivian language. 

The friendly face and kind voice of 
the missionary helped Juan to forget his 
fears, and he asked for a tin can. In- 
stead of one can he was given three 
shiny tomato cans with their labels of 
red tomatoes. , 

Juan was surprised when he received 
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what to him were beautiful cans, but 
his surprise did not make him forget to 
thank the tatai for the cans before he 
hurried away hugging his treasures in 
his arms. It was the first time he had 
ever had so many cans for his own. 
Once before he had found two rusty 
cans but larger boys had taken them 
away from him. Like other Bolivian 
children he had gone from house to 
house begging cans at Christmas time, 
but always others were before him. No 
one else had thought of going to the 
missionary. 

He took the cans to the hiding place 
he had found yesterday. This year he 
would have a velda for the Christmas 
Baby. Carefully he filled the cans with 


dirt, and put into each a few grains. 


of wheat. After planting the wheat he 
wet the dirt and put the cans in the 
hiding place. Every few days he came 
and sprinkled the dirt with water, 
watching eagerly to see if the wheat 
would grow. 

It is a custom with the Bolivian boys 
and girls who are Catholics, and most 
of them are, to plant wheat in a can a 
few weeks before Christmas. When the 
wheat is about two inches high, the cans 
are placed together to represent a field, 
or as they say velda, where shepherds 
are supposed to watch their sheep. 
There is no grass on the mountains of 
Bolivia, so the boys and girls use the 
green wheat in the cans for a green field. 
On Christmas Eve a small glass case with 
an image of the Baby Jesus is placed 
behind the tin cans. 

If a home does not have tin cans with 
growing wheat, green boughs are used, 
and when it is dark lighted candles are 
placed around the image. 

During the evening the people sing 
songs in the Spanish and Indian lan- 
guages. One of the songs is a lullaby 
telling the Baby to keep on sleeping and 
not to cry. 

The boys and girls do not receive pres- 
ents. Christmas to them is just a time 
for worshiping an idol. 

The missionary had told Juan that all 
who came to the Christmas service at 
the mission home would receive a gift. 
There would be something to eat, too. 
Juan was always hungry, and he was a 
little hungrier than usual tonight because 
he had gone to the hiding place for his 
tin cans of wheat and when he got home 
there was not much beans and potatoes 
left for him. So he had slipped away 
while the others were singing, and had 
gone to see what Tatai had to eat. | 

When he came to the room where the 
service was held he crept in through the 
open door and hid behind a seat. What 
he saw made his eyes: grow large. He 
was looking at a beautiful Christmas tree 
decorated with lights and sparkling 
Christmas decorations. He listened to 
the beautiful story that Tatai was telling 
about a Baby named Jesus. After the 
story came a song about the Babe in'a 
manger. Juan had never heard the song 
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or the story in the way Tatai told it. 

Following the story and song boxes 
were taken from the beautiful tree. Juan 
was given a box. He had never before 
seen any thing so beautiful. He watched 
the others opening their boxes and tak- 
ing out what looked like small pink 
stones and putting them into their 
mouths, Juan pulled the lid from his 
box and put one of the small pink things 
into his mouth. Such a queer taste! 
Quickly he took it out. But he liked the 
taste so he put it back into his mouth. 
Never before had Juan eaten candy. The 
box was soon empty and he slipped into 
a corner to wait until everyone was 
gone. 

“Did you get your gift?” the mission- 
ary asked as he laid a loving hand on 
Juan’s head. 

“Si, Tatai, and may I have another 
dulce cajon [sweet box] to give to my 
friends? If I give them a gift from you 
they will not be afraid of you and will 
come with me to hear stories about the 
Baby.” 

So that is how three tin cans helped a 
missionary in Bolivia to tell the story of 
Jesus to the boys and girls in that coun- 
try. 

PALMDALE, CALIF. 








Letters from Readers 














Christmas Programs 


To the Editor: 


Greetings in Jesus’ name. 

In Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trues for October 
25, you have an article entitled: “Christmas 
Songs and Recitations.”” I must say, you 
do not know how much we appreciate these 
Christmas program helps, and we are also 
glad to know that you will have more of 
these helps in a later issue. 

It seems to be hard nowadays to get any 
good or spiritual Christmas program mate- 
rial because it is becoming so modernized, 
even leaving Christ out of the program, 
which is very sad indeed. 

So, we surely appreciate the Christmas 
program material helps you publish in the 
good Sunpay ScuHoo, Trmes, and we hope 
you will continue to do so from year to 
year, as long as our dear Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ wants us here. 

Again many thanks, and may God richly 
bless you in the much good you are doing 
through the publishing of Tue Sunpay 
Scnoot, Trmes.—Helmer E. Hagberg, Gothen- 
burg, Nebr. 





A Teacher Salutes Mr. Ridgway 


My dear Mr. Ridgway: 


I have been reading your articles ever 
since you began them, and as I take up 
my lesson for next Sunday (Nov. 23), I 
notice that when you teach that lesson it 
will round out 52 years without a break. 
That is a wonderful record, and we are all 
proud of it with you. 

In October, 1879, I organized in Mlinois 
a Sunday school in the rural district of 
that state, and I have been slashing around 
at the game ever since. I have a class of 
ladies in Calvary Baptist Sunday School, of 
this city, that I have been teaching for 46 
years without a break and am still going 
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Lesson for December 28 


strong. As regularly as the week rolls 
around I study your Corner in order to 
gather some enthusiasm to take to that class. 


Now I have one request to make of you: 
Don’t you dare die before I run up the 
white flag and quit the game. I must de- 
pend on you for inspiration to take to my 
class. If I did not have your articles to 
pep me up, I surely would be like a ship 
without a rudder. 

If you are ever in our city again, I now 
give you a pressing invitation to come and 
see us. 

With kind personal regards, and a firm 
wish and prayer that you may be spared 
many more years for the same useful serv- 
ice that you have been giving to the world 
for the last half-century. .. .—J. B. Kinnear, 
Washington, D. C. 





American Bible Fellowship Association 


To the Editor: 


I take this privilege of writing you in 
response to an article which appeared in 
the November Ist edition of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes under Notes on Open Letters. 


There is an article dealing with a ques- 
tion which was asked by a Pennsylvania 
reader in regard to former Methodist Prot- 
estant Churches and people. It might be 
of interest if this reader knew that here in 
the State of Michigan there are thirteen 
men who refused to go into the merger 
of the Methodist Churches. I was one of 
them, and now all of these men have in- 
dependent work and are being used of the 
Lord in winning souls for Him. Because 
of the refusal of these men to go into the 
merger, it was thought wise to formulate 
some kind of organization; therefore the 
American Bible Fellowship Association was 
brought into existence. . 


If you would like to have more informa- 
tion, I would suggest that you write the 
Rev. C. W. Standridge of. 10140 American, 
Detroit, President of the A. B. F. A. You 
may feel free to publish this if you so de- 
sire, but there is no obligation—James A. 
Franklin, Detroit. 


ye 
The. Choir and Orchestra 


(Continued from second page) 


in most churches. We cannot of course 
see into the hearts of people, but we 
ought to exercise care as far as possible 
to see that those who join the church 
not only have real faith in Christ, but 
are living consistent Christian lives. 
There are “carnal Christians,” and unfor- 
tunately there are many of them in the 
church today. Certainly the Spirit of 
God can and’ does convict such people, 
and we ought not to turn them out of 
our churches unless their lives are so 
scandalous that they bring reproach 
upon the church. It is interesting to 
note that some of the finest and largest 
churches in the country are those where 
the Gospel is preached in all its purity, 
where the Bible is honored, as the in- 
spired Word of God, and where mem- 
bers are not attracted by activities, and 
taken in as into a club, but where the 
membership is increased by those who 
really desire to receive Christ as their 
personal Saviour and unite with other 
Christians. 


The reader asks whether we should not 
“temper our laws and rules with mercy 
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and pray unceasingly in faith that God 
would send His Holy Spirit to speak to 
our unyielded church and choir mem- 
bers.” Indeed we do need to show mercy 
and love toward all who are sinning, 
but’ we do an injustice to both the church 
and those who desire to enter as mem- 
bers when we do not make it clear that 
only those who are born again should 
join the church. It is unfair to the peo- 
ple, for it glosses over their need of sal- 
vation; and it tends to bring into the 
church a “mixed multitude.” But we 
must deal carefully and gently with 
those who are already in the church. In 
this age of grace we cannot separate the 
tares from the wheat, 


W 
A Day of Prayer for Children 


6¢1D EALIZING that everything is by 

prayer (Phil. 4:6), and that a 
great soul-winning program will succeed 
only as there is believing prayer,” the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship has ap- 
pointed January 7 as an international 
day of prayer for the Fellowship every- 
where. It is hoped that thousands, in 
secret or in groups, may bring the chil- 
dren of the world to the throne of grace, 
in a special manner that day. Prayer is 
requested for the needs of the Fellow- 
ship, local and international, for the 
workers from the International Com- 
mittee, Council, and Directors, and every 
giver, teacher, prayer-helper, and hostess. 


J. Irvin Overholtzer, Director of the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, has issued 
a booklet, beautifully bound, and suitable 
as a gift, entitled “Everything by 
Prayer,” as a means of strengthening the 
prayer ministry of the Fellowship friends 
and workers. The work of the Fellow- 
ship has spread not only to every part 
of the United States, but beyond its 
borders to several other countries as 
well. The Headquarters are at 203 North 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 


vg 





In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


other than to help others, will every reader of the little 
book, ““ DAILY LIGHT,” send name and address to 
Box 248, Corvallis, Oregon, U.S. A. Just say, “We 
Read Daily Light.” 











What Church Do You Attend? 


When you stay at this lovely hotel, located in the 
beautiful Park Place section overlooking the Board- 
walk and the Ocean, you will find churches of many 
denominations close by, and here at the hotel you 
will find congenial Christian friends, . . . the kind 
with whom you prefer to associate. 
Added to this, you have the assurance of a most 
hospitable management and courteous servants to 
anticipate your wishes. Sleep in fine beds, cheerful 
rooms, and enjoy an abundance and variety of foods. 
No liquor served 


But best of all, you will be astounded to learn how 
moderate the rates are. Write TODAY 


EVERETT HIGBEE, Beneaie 
The 


Runnymede 


__ ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 


EEE 





















Messages of Saving Grace 


Large sample package of valuable, 
fruitful tracts, only 25c. Proven 
aids in soul-winning. Distribute through friends, Sun- 
day school, mail, and to people you meet. Widely 
used. Everywhere popular. Strengthen and encourage 
your own faith, and that of others. Order today. 
Also Tract Racks, Post Cards, Cellophane Sheets, etc. 


Faith, Prayer & Tract League, Dept. T.,Muskegon Hts.,Mich. 












MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY! 


Organizations, Schools, Lodges, Clubs make 
money easily selling HANDY WACKS 
Hang-up Waxed Paper and other popular 
household items. Write today for FREE 
catalog and interesting information. 


HANDY WACKS CORP., Sparta, Mich. 

















MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 


Over 1,500,000 
Sunflower Dish Cloths 


were sold in 1940 by members of 
Sunday schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young 
People’s Groups, etc. Finest quality 
cloths. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make 
friends for your organization. 
Sample Free to Official 
SANGAMON MILLS __ Est. 1915 


Cohoes, N. Y. 





PELOUBET'S 
SELECT NOTES 


TH A COMMENTARY ON THE UNIFORM SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


VOLUME 


COMPLETE IN SPIRITUAL AND INSPIRATIONAL INTERPRETATION OF 
LESSON TEXT, MAPS, ILLUSTRATIONS, QUOTATIONS, BIBLIOGRAPHY 


AND TEACHING METHODS FOR ALL GRADES. 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 
BOSTON, MASS. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, 
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{ With the New Books 


Ashes of Yesterday. By Dan E. L. 
Patch. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) It is a thrill- 
ing experience to turn back the pages 
of America’s history and to relive 
through the life of another the past one 
hundred years of change and progress. 
And had Dan Patch given us nothing 
more than this, the effort would cer- 
tainly be worth while. For Margaret 
Withington is born at the time of the 
“Toledo War” and grows up with the 
state of Michigan; she buys newspapers 
from Alva Edison, marries a_ soldier 
sweetheart from Libby prison, talks with 
Sherman and Grant, hears Moody preach, 
and watches with interest the daring 
ventures of a man named Henry Ford. 

But Mr. Patch, who is Chief of Police 
in Highland Park, Detroit, has achieved 
something more than a mere epic biog- 
raphy, a mingling of history and fiction. 
He has shown that to live according to 
one’s own moral and even Christian 
standards is not enough to insure hap- 
piness here and hereafter. Instead, there 
must be a measuring up to God’s stand- 
ard through birth into His Kingdom. 
This was Margaret’s first great spiritual 
lesson. Other lessons follow, not one 
of which will fail to help every serious 
reader who seeks to learn not merely 
what life teaches, but what God would 
reveal through life and through His 
Word. 


Bamboo to Bombers. By Stanley Wash- 
burn, Jr. Pictures by Edward A, Wilson. 
(Albert Whitman and Co., Chicago, $1.) 
How many people know that the first 
fatal aircraft accident occurred in A. D. 
1500, and that the designer of the flying 
machine then was Leonardo da Vinci? 
From then on, and up to the present day 
the story of the development of air- 
craft is given in short text and many 
pictures. There is a valuable chapter 
giving the actual instructions for would- 
be pilots on “How to Win Your Wings.” 
The book is packed with fascinating in- 
formation on the subject. 





Mystery in the Tropics. By Col. Irving 
Speed Wallace. (Albert Whitman and 
Co., Chicago, $2.) When Professor Quack- 
enbush started on a trip of discovery 
and color photography through Mexico, 
it was a privilege that any boy would 
relish to be asked to go along. Sev- 
enteen-year-old Dick Remington learned 
many things, and his courage and quick 
wit on several occasions made him a 
useful member of the party. He pre- 
vented a train wreck, and his Boy Scout 
training stood him in good stead when 
almost alone he was able to save the 
life of a young man who was asphyx- 
iated. He had many thrilling adventures, 
but probably none more so than when 
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high in an airplane he reached behind 
him for his camera and touched a huge 
rattlesnake. The book is an entertaining 
and informing travel book for boys, and 
is based on actual occurrences. 


The New Testament in Basic English. 
A new translation by a group of British 
scholars. (E. P. Dutton and Co., New 
York; popular edition, $1.50; regular edi- 
tion, $2.) “Basic English” is a simplified 
form of the language developed by the 
Orthological Institute of Cambridge, 
England. It is easy for foreigners to 
learn. It is claimed that the sense of 
anything that can be said in English can 
be expressed in a vocabulary of only 850 
words. A slightly extended vocabulary 


of one thousand words is used in this. 


translation. 


Archaic English words have been re- 
placed by modern expressions. To illus- 
trate this procedure the publishers call 
attention to the rendering of Matthew 
7:3, “And why do you take note of the 
grain of dust in your brother’s eye, but 
take no note of the bit of wood which 
is in your eye?” Unfortunately, this 
seems to be a case of mere simplification 
of the English without regard for the 
Greek original. The word which Jesus 
used was not “bit of wood,” but beam, 
dokos, a great log of wood! It is “a 
monstrous example of a great fault,” 
says A. B. Bruce (Expositor’s New Tes- 
tament), like Jesus’ reference to the 
camel and the needle’s eye. He intended 
his hearers to be shocked. 

Chapter six of The Revelation is 
headed “The Seven Stamps Undone.” 
One reads, “and when the second stamp 
was undone...” and wonders what these 
simple words mean. How does one undo 
a stamp? Is not opening a seal a more 
familiar process? That, too, happens to 
be what John really said. 

The word thapto means to bury. The 
body of Christ was buried in a rock- 
hewn sepulcher not by interment, but 
the word signifies the disposal of a dead 
body by any form of burial. Why do 
these translators render this word 
“placed among the dead” in Romans 6:4 
and “put to death” in Colossians 2:12? 

“The glory which we will see” (Rom. 
8:18) is a poor substitute for “the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.” Com- 
pare Colossians 3:4 and 1 John 3:2. How- 
ever, it is only fair to say that the Amer- 
ican Standard Version also misses the 
point of “the future glory in us.” 

Simplicity in vocabulary is not enough. 
Syntax is even more important than dic- 
tion. The constant use of “and” in be- 
ginning sentences and pdragraphs in 
Mark’s Gospel is not good plain Eng- 
lish; nor is the rendering of the first 
seven verses of the Epistle to the Romans 
as a single sentence half a page long. 

It is easy to point out shortcomings in 
a splendid effort to-produce a simple 
translation. The work leaves much to 
be desired, but is of really great value. 
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The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life. 
By Hannah Whitall Smith. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York City, $1.) Here 
is a new edition of a valuable study of 
the Christian life written many years 
ago. Mrs. Smith discusses the subject 
under three headings, The Life, Difficul- 
ties, and Results, and in the twenty 
chapters takes up such important mat- 
ters as, Is it Scriptural? How to enter 
in, difficulties concerning consecration, 
faith, guidance, temptation, failures, and 
the problems of growth, service, and the 
joy of obedience. The message of the 
book is that for which many Christians 
are hungering in these days. It was well 
described in the following letter pub- 
lished in THe. SunpAy Scnoot Times 
twelve years ago (Nov. 23, 1929): 

1. Its message is plain. Theological terms 
and difficult words are avoided. In the sim- 
ple language of everyday use, made more 


clear by illustrations from everyday life, 
the “secret” is set forth. 

2. Its message is practical. In the realm 
of daiiy life, with its duties, its anxieties, 
its provocations, more than theoretical re- 
ligion is needed, and this book shows how 
to enter into the life hid with Christ in 
God so that its results will be seen in the 
daily walk. F 


3. Its message is personal. Mrs. Smith is 
no speculatist, writing concerning that of 
which. she has only a head knowledge. It 
is the secret of a happy Christian life, which 
she herself has learned from the Lord, of 
which she tells in the pages of her book. 


4. Its message is powerful. It grips. - It is 
unmarred by any controversial spirit, every 
point is backed by Scripture, and beneath 
the printed page the reader feels the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Our Bible. By the Rev. J. M. Weiden- 
schilling, M.A., S.T.D.. (Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, 4558 S. Jefferson Ave, St 
Louis, Mo., 35 cents, postpaid.) A com- 
pany of non-Christian educators, doctors, 
and scientists was once asked, “If you 
had to spend your life on a lonély island 
and were allowed but one book, which 
would you choose?” Without exception 
they answered, “The Bible.” Yet not 
one of that group understood the power 
of God’s Book to enlighten, save, and 
sustain through life. 

One way to counteract this situation 
and to make God’s Word not only the 
most widely sold but a more generally 
accepted book is to promote its regular 
and organized study. To aid in such 
study, Dr. Weidenschilling has prepared 
this most concise manual. Its first pages 
give reasons for the Bible’s value, unity, 
and inspiration, while a chapter each is 
devoted to the historical, poetical, and 
prophetic portions of the Old Testament, 
and to the Saviour’s Life, the Christian 
Church, the Pauline Epistles, and Letters 
from Other Writers in the New. Then 
foliows an explanation of how the Bible 
came into being and the manner: in 
which one can get the most profit. from 
its daily study. ws 

The quizzes and test questions at ‘th 
close of each chapter are intriguingly 
difficult, though some few will be found 
useful in Junior-Intermediate work. 














Lesson for December 28 


Westphal’s Visual Surprise Sermon- 
ettes. By Arnold Carl Westphal. (Zon- 
dervan Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 50 cents.) It is said that one who 
brings a child to Christ wins a life as 
well as a soul. And the quickest, easiest 
way into a child’s heart is admittedly 
the way of eye appeal. The author, 
who is called, “The Children’s Shep- 
herd,” has proved this abundantly true 
in his ministry to thousands of chil- 
dren in churches, schools, halls, missions, 
and camps. Out of the richness of such 
experience, twenty surprise talks have 
been chosen,—“The Two Legged Salt 
Shaker,” “Reverend Ezra Conducts a 
Revival,” “Tom Jones, 828 Romans St.,” 
“The Colored Bible,” “Onions and Gar- 
lic,” and other unique titles. Each one 
gives in both word and picture a list 
of articles needed and detailed instruc- 
tions concerning their use. Step by step 
then the talk advances, teaching one 
spiritual lesson after another, with the 
surprise element always present, add- 
ing incentive to listen. A telling illus- 
tration is sometimes added, and the 
climax drives home the truth in evange- 
listic appeal. Most of the materials for 
these object lessons are to be found in 
the home, but a few are to be purchased 
at any drug store, the cost being very 
little. 


The Ministry of Prevailing Prayer. By 
Harry E. Jessop, D.D. (Light and Hope 
Publications, Berne, Ind., $1.) There are 
books in which one introductory sen- 
tence is enough to entice the conscien- 
tious Christian to open the doors and 
enter. The sentence here is this: 
“Prayerlessness is not abandonment of 
religious profession, nor even the cessa- 
tion of saying prayers; it is a condition 
of heart in which there is no pull toward 
the prayer chamber.” All of whom this 
condition is true, Dr. Jessop declares, 
need to repent as though guilty of open 
sin. But repentance does not exist with- 
out. burden and vision, — the opened eye 
and the burning heart. To get these 
we must read, believingly, purposefully. 
The study begins with the divine sor- 
row, search, and sob in God’s message 
through Ezekiel to backslidden Israel. 
In chapter 2 the secret of genuine inter- 
cession is shown to be complete aban- 
donment, acquired information, and the 
personal investment of time and effort. 
Consideration is given to the prayer life 
of our Lord, to the special work of 
the Holy Spirit, and to the Word of God 
as our prayer basis. The latter chapters 
give, for further encouragement, a num- 
ber of answers to prayer as remarkable 
as they are precious. 


Timely Prophetic Considerations. By 
Frederic W. Farr, Howard W. Kellogg, 
and Keith L. Brooks. (American Pro- 
phetic League, Inc., 4747-4751 Towns- 
end Ave., Los Angeles, Calif., 50 cents.) 
When finally the judgments of God are 
hurled upon the earth, one of the first 
reproaches to be heard will be, “Why 
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didn’t you tell us what the Bible said 
about the end of the age?” But one 
must know things before they can be 
told. For this reason the American Pro- 
phetic League has lifted from its re- 
search files twelve papers which, taken 
together, will furnish a good deal of sane, 
practical, and Scriptural information on 
this subject. Their study begins with a 
description of the believer’s right course 
in the time of apostasy, and stresses the 
fact that such a course is bound to be 
misunderstood. The literal and mystical 
bodies of Christ are explained, and the 
Church portrayed as both the Body and 
the Bride of Christ. The British-Israel 
theory is shown to be unsound, and sat- 
isfactory answers given to such ques- 
tions as, “Whose kingdom is coming?” 
“Will Anti-Christ be a Jew?” and “Does 
the earth lie desolate during the Mil- 
lennium?” The last chapter brings to 
every reader a most precious and timely 
admonition, — “I say unto you, Watch !” 


Jacob Albright, the Evangelical Pio- 
neer. By R. S. Wilson. (Church Center 
Press, Myerstown, Pa., $1.) Albright was 
the Voice of one crying “Repent” to 
the German communities of Eastern 
Pennsylvania a century and a half ago. 
These prosperous people of Bucks and 
Lancaster and Berks counties were or- 
thodox in creed and catechism, but 
their general living did not correspond. 
“You Lutherans,” said the Voice, “think 
you have Luther and his catechism, but 
your sinful lives prove that you are not 
Lutherans, for you live contrary to 
God’s Word. You German Reformed, 
what does it mean to be reformed? It 
means to be converted from sin and the 
world to God, but your lives prove that 
you. have turned from God and toward 
the world. You Dunkards and Men- 
nonites, with your peculiar dress and 
outward plainness, by which you com- 
fort yourselves, you will be lost without 
the new birth, notwithstanding you- have 
large farms and earthly possessions. Be 
not astonished that I said unto you, ‘Ye 
must be born again,’ for these are the 
words of our Saviour and Judge.” 


The churches taught that forgiveness 
came only at death and not before. To 
live in sin was not a disgrace but an 
ordinary experience of church members. 
There was no escape from it. “You have 
preached a strange doctrine,” they said, 
“that we can and must be made free 
from sin. Our ministers do not teach 
thus. I have attended divine services 
from youth up, but have never heard 
anything like it.” There were interrup- 
tions. “This is preaching too sharply,” 
cries out one; “You have preached at 
me,” says another. At times he was at- 
tacked and abused. Once he was beaten 
into unconsciousness and covered with 
blood. Yet sinners fell to the ground 
and implored mercy of God when he and 
his associates preached. The powerful 
Word of God proved mighty to divide 
people asunder, a savor of life unto those 
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“| CHANGED MY 
MIND ON GOOD” 


E sent some Christmas money 

to a number of Jewish Chris- 
tian refugee boys. One of the 
“thank you” letters was so reveal- 
ing of the tragic psychology into 
which some of these suffering Jews 
are being driven that we think you 
will want to read at least a few 
sentences. 


“To make clear my appre- 
ciation concerning the gift, I 
want to describe in short, a few 
words,—my Christmas. When 
Christmas vacation began, the 
students of my school apart 
themselves, many went home, 
others went to friends, also the 
poor Russian boys have friends 
where to go, and to spend their 
vacation time in happiness; and 
the Jewish ... This made me 


think . .. how is about the 
Jewish? Having no family, no 
friends. So that I have not 


to expect of somebody any 
friendly word, because nobody 
cares about Jews, or maybe 
Christmas doesn’t belong to me. 
However, I have to spend my 
time during Christmas vacation 
in loneliness. And when I 
opened your letter ... And 
of course I changed my mind 
on good.” 


“Nobody cares about Jews!” But 
the dear boy found that he was 
wrong, and so he says, ‘“‘I changed 
my mind on good!” Somebody did 
care. You who read these lines, you 
care, and thousands of others of the 
Lord’s choicest children, they care, 
and they send us their heart prayers, 
and their money, and with their 
money we come to grips with this 
terrible condition of Jewish starva- 
tion, heartache and agony of soul, 
the world over. - So, when you be- 
come a partner with us, you are a 
sharer in that ministry that touches 
God’s people Israel at the point of 
their desperate need. And all of 
this for the purpose of glorifying the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and making His 
name known. If the Lord so leads 
you, we will welcome your fellowship 
in such a world-wide and vitally im- 
portant ministry for these last days. 


American Board of Missions 


to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 


I do want to help the Jews. Here is 


Use it as God directs, to 
make known the saving power of the 


| Lord Jesus Christ to Israel. 
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that believed, of death to others. Thus 
some claimed that, as Albright preached, 
he was filled with spiritual power that 
it was as if a halo of glory shone about 
his head. On the other hand a man at 
the edge of the crowd was heard'to mut- 
ter, “If I only had powder that would 
make no report, I would shoot him 
down.” 

This patient, good man traveled far on 
foot. Sometimes he would preach to a 
family in their home, again to larger 
gatherings, as under some stately cherry 
trees in Mifflin County. He was a tile- 
‘ maker by trade, and after a preaching 
trip would return home and make tiles 
enough to support himself and family 
until he should go forth again. He and 
his friends were denounced as “head 
hangers,” “kneelers,” “fanatics.” The or- 
ganized churches approved of this per- 
secution, for the officials of these 
churches were, it is said, chosen from 
among those who approved the sins of 
their pastors. Albright, in the early 
years, did not have the sympathy even 
of his wife and family. There was op- 
position on all sides; yet gradually men 
of his way of life and teaching gathered 
about him and the Evangelical Congre- 
gational Church came into being. 

But his arduous witnessing finally broke 
him down. He died of consumption in 
his late forties as a result of exposure 
while traveling with the Gospel. 


The Battlefield of Faith. By S. J. Bole, 
Ph.D. (College Press, University Park, 
Iowa, $2.) To present the principal 
modern sciences to the students from the 
Christian and Bible-believing standpoint 
is the author’s aim. The “Battlefield of 
Faith,” to which the title refers, is the 
Book of Genesis, which Dr. Bole accepts 
just as a devout believer should. This 
book is not merely a refutation of evo- 
lution and materialistic philosophy, but 
a positive, constructive presentation of 
the elements of the great sciences, show- 
ing how these harmonize with, and do 
not contradict, the Bible. The sciences 
dealt with are: Astronomy, Geology, Bi- 
ology, Anthropology, Archeology, Lin- 
guistics, Psychology, Chemistry, and 
Physics. Of course no more than the 
essential elements of these vast fields can 
be presented in ‘the scope of this work, 
but it forms an excellent introduction to 
further study. It is primarily intended 
as a classroom text for the freshmen in 
John Fletcher College in which Dr. Bole 
is Professor of Biology. In view of the 
vastness of the fields touched upon, it 
is not surprising that some minor errors 
have crept into the book; but those who 
are sufficiently informed to detect these 
will readily pardon the author, and will 
heartily congratulate him upon under- 
taking this most important effort to pre- 
sent the true facts of the scientific world 
to the student of today. What a bless- 
ing it would be if all the college and uni- 
versity freshmen in the country were re- 
quired to study this book ! 
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George Mueller of Bristol. By Arthur 
T. Pierson. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.50.) To those who have 
read of George Mueller’s extraordinary 
work, it will come as a surprise to know 
that his early life was profligate, even 
criminal, and his conversion utterly de- 
void of the spectacular element. One 
feels that here was a man, chosen by 
sovereign grace almost apart from his 
own volition, to show by word and life 
that there is reality in dealing with God 
apart from human collaboration. They 
who are acquainted with the numerous 
biographies of this servant of God will 
wonder what reasons there might have 
been for yet another life story. But when 
Dr. Pierson undertook it many years ago, 
he gave several reasons. Mr. Mueller’s 
well-known five-volume Journals are too 
lengthy and repetitious. Then, too, no 
man so humble could write of himself 
what another could after his death, to 
the greater glory of God. So with a defi- 
nite sense of the Spirit’s leading, Dr. 
Pierson wrote this extended biography, 
of which the present volume is a new 
edition. It is the story of a giant in the 
earth in simplicity, faith, and obedience, 
and in breath-taking accomplishment 
through prayer and the Word. 


One Year’s Talks to Children. By Ed- 
gar P. Dickie. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, $1.50.) The kind of 
things that children know about and 
like and are interested in are to be found 
in this book. The stories are intended 
to be spoken as sermons to children, 
or they could be read aloud, and older 
people will enjoy reading them for 
themselves. Each of the fifty-two talks 
is based upon an appropriate Scripture 
text, and each is followed by a verse 
or two of a Gospel hymn. They are full 
of lessons illustrated from real life, les- 
sons of goodness, kindness, patience, 
faith, industry, obedience. There are 
bits of history and nature study, and 
often delicate touches of humor. 


The Greatest Men of the Bible. By 
Clarence E. Macartney. (Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn., $1.50.) 
Who would you choose as the Bible’s 
greatest character? Dr. Macartney’s con- 
gregation chose Paul for first place with 
David a close second. Then came Moses, 
John, Peter, Abraham, Joseph, Isaiah, 
and Elijah, while Samuel and John the 
Baptist tied for tenth place. Believing 
that the Gospel message is peculiarly 
effective when it comes from the lips of 
these Bible giants, Dr. Macartney here 
summons them, one by one, into his pul- 
pit. And four others, Jeremiah, Daniel, 
Joshua, and Job, having béen added, the 
result is a group of fifteen biographical 
sermons which, as someone has declared, 
“are as readable as fiction and as help- 
ful as a Bible commentary.” 

Each message is developed under three 
or more original heads, Moses, for ex- 
ample, being described as the man of 
three mountains, the mount of revela- 
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tion, the mount of intercession, and the 
mount of disappointment. Each also is 
likely to contain some surprising nugget 
which has been overlooked by the ordi- 
nary Bible reader. And both preacher 
and people find that far from being out- 
moded by the problems of modern life, 
these old worthies seem to understand 
such problems thoroughly, and what is 
more, to have found for them a satisfac- 
tory solution in God and His revealed 
Word. ‘ 


Rest Awhile. By Vance Havner. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York City, 
$1.) When a skillful pen sets its homilies 
about God, men, and things, against a 
background of sun-drenched country 
landscape or frozen fountains of winter 
shrubbery, the result is a combination 
of art and religion that is eminently 
satisfying. But Mr. Havner-goes further 
than this. He writes into these thirty 
new messages the answer to many of 
life’s most vital issues,—the fact that 
God is, and that men past and present 
have communed with Him, the way up 
and out of sick nerves and blue-Mon- 
day depression, how to lay hold on divine 
wisdom in times of crisis, how to be- 
lieve God for the refreshment of mind 
and spirit, and that matter of forming 
a creed for the deeper spiritual life. 

As one reads, one becomes now the 
marching soldier with face set like a 
flint Zionward, now a little child lean- 
ing in perfect trust against the Saviour’s 
knee, and again the keenly appreciative 
student. It is a book which the reader 
will want to present to his friends. 


How to Discuss the Story, Junior I 
and Intermediate II. By M. Reu. (Luth- 
eran Book Concern, Columbus, Ohio, $2 
each.) “What every Sunday school 
teacher needs, besides a general intro- 
duction into the-art of teaching, is an 
explanation of the individual Biblical 
story and some guidance for the discus- 
sion of every story with the class,” states 
the author in the preface to this text- 
book for teachers. Here are 52 lessons, 
with Bible references, explanatory re- 
marks, and a discussion of the story. 
Both books contain the same Scripture 
references and explanatory remarks, but 
the discussion, both as to aim and content, 
is different. That in the Junior II book 
is within the understanding and experi- 
ence of ten-and-eleven-year-old boys 
and girls, and that in the Intermediate 
II book is suitable for fourteen-year-olds. 
It is not the intention of the author that 
these discussions shall be slavishly fol- 
lowed, but rather that. they be used as 
patterns or models for the development of 
the lesson. The stories or foundation of 
the lessons are taken from both the 
Old and New Testaments, and cover a 
wide range of Christian doctrine and 
principles. 


The Coming Generation. By Frederick 
A. Tatford. (Samuel Bagster and Sons, 
Ltd., London, one shilling.) 


“The trou- 
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ble about this little book,” says Montague 
Goodman, “is that it is too true! Its 
standards are so high . . . its require- 
ments of those who would teach the 
young, so great!” Tatford himself ex- 
plains the “why” of adding another to 
the formidable list of books on Sunday 
school work by saying, “There are scores 
(if not hundreds) of books which explain 
in detail what to teach the young, but 
all too few which deal with the child 
himself. . . . There is a great need for 
a better understanding of the charac- 
ter and ‘make-up’ of the little ones en- 
trusted to our care.” Following this 
cue, we expect direct information on 
the child, and, after two chapters of gen- 
eral survey, that is exactly what we get. 
Readers will find very little that is new, 
but an _ excellent, well documented, 
pointed presentation of the main needs 
of children in each department. The 
chapter on the Primary Department is 
particularly helpful in this regard. 
The book closes with a down-to-earth 
summation of Sunday school aims. 


Why All This Suffering? By E. D. 
Head. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Few indeed 
are the lives that remain unclouded by 
fear, despondency, or despair; by doubt 
or skepticism, affliction or calamity. 
How wonderful then to know that God 
has provided an “all-weather sextant” by 
which the soul may glimpse the sun even 
when clouds hang low between. Dr. 
Head’s book is in itself just such an in- 
strument, as it brings forth in twenty- 
four radio talks solid nuggets from the 
Word, — texts that may be little known 
or often overlooked but are none the 
less vital and potent. And the weary, 
disheartened reader will in these mes- 
sages discover anew the God who con- 
verts empty water jars into inexhausti- 
ble supply vessels, who opens mundane 
eyes to flaming horses and chariots, and 
who showers the burning desert with the 
sweetness of honey and wafers. 


Signpost on the Frontier. By R. J. H. 
Cox, M.B., B.S.Lond. (Church Mission- 
ary Society, London, England, 1 shilling, 
sixpence.) The frontier of this unusually 
fine missionary handbook, by a medical 
missionary, is the northwest border of 
India on the edge of Afghanistan. Dr. 
Cox has cleverly divided his seven chap- 
ters into brief sections under these head- 
ings: Why is the Signpost Needed? 
Where is the Signpost Standing? Whither 
is the Signpost Pointing? His descrip- 
tion of that mountain country, with its 
magnificent snow-capped peaks and deep, 
forbidding passes, and of the mysterious, 
wild, and unruly people who drift back 
and forth over the border are vivid and 
well written. He describes the hos- 
pital at Peshawar, tells of its Christian 
testimony, and traces the history of the 
mission back to a meeting in 1853 pre- 
sided over by Colonel Edwardes, who 
was described as “one of the most re- 
markable men the Indian army ever 
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produced,” and who said, “It is the pri- 
mary duty of a Christian to preach the 
Gospel of Christ.” Dr. Cox gives many 
striking stories to show how desperately 
the tribesmen of those regions need the 
Gospel. The gentle, healing ministry of 
the doctors and nurses has softened many 
hard Moslem hearts, though real con- 
versions are far from numerous. There 
are three chapters in the first two sec- 
tions; and the last one, “The Forgotten 
Continent,” outlines the work in several 
mission stations along the border, and 
sounds a challenge to the Christian 
Church to come over and help. 


Is Great Britain Tarshish? By the Rev. 
W. Lamb. (Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, 837 N. Wells St., Chicago, 
50 cents.) “The merchants of Tarshish, 
with all the young lions thereof,” a 
phrase in Ezekiel 38:13, is the main 
theme of this pocket-size, 225-page book 
by the well-known writer and Bible 
teacher of Sydney, Australia. He be- 
lieves Great Britain is Tarshish, and that 
an alliance of America and Great Brit- 
ain is foretold in the Scriptures. In the 
six sections, containing several chapters 
each, a great many prophetic subjects 
are discussed. The author treats fully 
the following topics: Tarshish, Ships and 
Isles, The Story of the Tin Isles of 
Britain, The Coming Invasion of Pales- 
tine, and the study of prophecy in gen- 
eral. He is not in favor of Anglo-Israel- 
ism, and presents convincing arguments 
against it. He is of course a premillen- 
nialist, and does not believe the Church 
will go through the tribulation. His 
discussion of the importance of tin in 
history and Scripture, and the tin mines 
of England, is particularly unusual and 
interesting. He believes the events of 
Ezekiel 38 and 39 will take place before 
the millennium. Concerning the British 
Empire he declares, “We shall have the 
ultimate victory,” because of the part 
the Empire must play, according to 
Scripture, “in the ultimate restoration 
of God’s covenant people to the land.” 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 22 to 28 

Mon.—John 14:1-6. The Christian’s Hope. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am the way.” 
Christ is our Hope; He is the anchor of 
the- soul. His Word assures us of His 
faithfulness. Heaven is sometimes called 
the Christian’s hope; but He who makes 
Heaven possible is really “our hope.” A 
sign of hope in Christ is to be a stranger 
in this world, and thinking Scripturally 
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¢. Insist on the ORIGINAL. Forty-two 

Years’ Supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of 
Lesson. Full Exposition. Other features. 
Flexible Binding. 35c. Postpaid. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 
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WORDS IN SEASON 


Charles R. Keller, Editor 

Its teachings are safe, sane, and sound. Contains 
old, old truths, in the old, ol way, from the old 
old book—the Bible. Each month anxiously looke 
for, and eagerly read by thousands who derive great 
spiritual benefit from its pages. 

In America 85c per year. Mail orders to 
Words in Season, 6672 Chew St., Phila., Pa.—— 


Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Independ 
ent Stations. Consult radio log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calil 
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of glories to come. Believer, look al- 
ways to Him in hope. Pray for the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. 
Tues.—Psalm 130:1-8. Hope in God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hope in the 
Lord.” Trust in man is vain. Man can 
do only what is natural. God is infinite. 
His Word is truth; His promises faith- 
ful; His power supreme, and He can 
do what He wills in Heaven, earth, 
and in the unseen realm of Satan. Hope 
in the Lord. Pray for the South China 
Boat Mission, Hong Kong, S. China. 
Wed.—Colossians 1:24-29. Hope in Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: “Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” If you are Christ’s, “He 
will not be in Heaven and leave you be- 
hind.” Where He is there will also His 
servant be. You cannot be rejected of 
God if you have Christ. He is your 
pledge of glory. His grace will keep 
you all the way home with God. Pray 
for the Women’s Christian Medical Col- 
lege, Ludhiana, India. 


Thurs.—1 Peter | 1:3-9. A Living Hope. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Begotten ... 
unto a lively hope.” Our ever-living 
Lord builds His Church of “living 
stones.” He has given them “lively 
oracles” of Scripture, and a “living 
hope.” A hope that is alive is a quick- 
ening hope; one that maketh not ashamed, 
rejoices our hearts, is an anchor of the 
soul, and makes us strong and bold. The 
Christian’s hope is an insured expecta- 
tion of God’s promised blessings, and 
this hope never will be disappointed. 
Pray for the Cumberland Bible Institute, 
Livingston, Tenn. 


Fri.—Romans 8:18-25. Hope in Salvation. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We are saved by 
hope.” We hope to the end when we 
know our hope will be realized. Christ, 
our hope, is in Heaven; He has gone 
before us as forerunner, but He will 
come again, as He said. “Patience of 
hope injour Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 
1:3) will be rewarded. Rejoice in your 
hope unto the end.. Pray for the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 843 
N. Wells St., Chicago. 


Sat.—Titus 1:1-4. Hope of Eternal Life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In hope of eter- 
nal life.” The body decays and dies but 
still our flesh rests in hope. Sorrows 
come but still we have “the rejoicing 
of the hope firm unto the end” (Heb. 
3:6). In hope we endure tribulation. 
Through the power of the Holy Ghost we 
abound in hope of eternal life. God, 
who cannot lie, promised this to us 
before the world began. Blessed hope! 
Pray for all Jewish refugees. 


Sun.—Titus 2:11-15. A Blessed Hope. 

PraYer Succestions: “Looking for that 
blessed hope.” We shall see our loved 
ones again. Our absent Lord will re- 
turn. This is the “blessed hope.” He 
who bled and rose again will return in 
giory. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 
Pray for persecuted Jews. 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Trmes sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Trmgs. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Times bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes is paying the 
War Exchange Tax for all of its Canadian 
subscribers. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 


68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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